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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 7.—God Feeds Israel in the Wilderness . . 
2. ay, 14.—The Ten Commandments— 
Duties Toward God .. .. 1 we eae Exod. 20 : 1-18 


. Exod. 16 : 15 


3. July 2x.—The Ten Commandments— 


Duties Toward Men... ....6..- Exod. 20 : 12-17 
4. July 28.—The Golden Calf... ...°... Exod. 32 : 1-8, 30-35 
5. August 4.—The Tabernacle ........ Exod. 40: 1-13, 34-38 
6. August 11.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Temperance 

Re a rs eee ee Lev. 10 : I-11 
. August 18.—The Day of Atonement. ....... Lev. 16 : 5-22 

g August 25.—Israel Journeying to Canaan . Num. 10: 11-13, 29-36 
9. se a a ~~ Two Reports of the 

Wars Fe eh) eae Num. 13 : 17-20, 23-33 

10. Rae. ... “s. ~The Brazen Serpent. .... Num. 21: +9 

11. September 15.—Moses Pleading with Israel . . Deut. 6: 1-15 

12. September 22.—The Death of Moses. ...... Deut. 34 : 1-12 

13. September 29.—Review. 

“x. October 6.—Joshua, Israel’s New Leader... . . Josh, 1: 1-18 
2. October 13.—Israel Enters the Land.of Promise . . Josh. 3: 5-17 
3. October 20.—The Capture of Jericho ....... osh. 6 : 8-20 
4. Octobe 27.—Caleb’s Traithfulness Rewarded. . josh. 14 : 6-15 


tabd 
“ Himself Took Our Infirmities ” 


. 


By Amos R. Wells 


ee if thy hand, with swift, indignant sweep, 
Drove them afar to some unholy decp,— 

These foul, unconqnerable shapes of wo 

That weigh upon my soul znd shame me so; 


Lord, if thy loveliness, all perfect-fair, 

Might awe these blots to hell and leave them there, 
Thyself unscarred by any sin of mine, 

And 1 in wondering pureness le‘t to shine ; 


If that could be —! But oh, the bitterness, 
My burdens on thy radiant form to press, 
My foulness on thy purity, my sin 

Upon thy love, all glorious within ! 


¢ This be my battle impulse when the host 
Of evil passions throng and tempt me most, 
The thought that one beneath my shame must bow, 
I, trembling, or O Burden-Bearer, thou ! 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 


Doing. Before Knowing. : 

We must do what we know before we can know 
what todo. A distinguished scientist in discussing 
his work said, ‘‘ In my experiments, as soon as I make 
a discovery I govern my whole investigation accord- 
ingly, or I cannot proceed any farther.’’ In Senator 
Fogazzaro’s novel, ‘* The Saint,’’ a group of students 
for the ministry come to the hero for help in some 
theological difficulties. The Saint, knowing full well 
that their lives were scandalous, tells them to go 
home and live according to what they already know 
to be right before hoping for more light. Disobe- 
dience ruins our spiritual sight. Some claim to have 





religious doubts, when their real trouble is sheer moral 
indolence. They won't travel the path of which 
they are sure. Let us follow the light we have, lest 
that light become darkness. 


x 
Explosions Not World-Makers 


A Godless creation is such an irrational and ab- 
surd theory that there are probably few sane minds 
now that countenance it. If the ordinary works of 
men’s hands demand thought and intention and 
design for their existence, the stupendous works of 
physical creation would not seem less lightly to be 
disposed of. As a preacher of power recently put it : 
‘*No one can persuade us that ‘ Hamlet’ or ‘ Mac- 
beth,’ or ‘ Paradise Lost’ or ‘ Paradise Regained,’ or 
Homer's ‘Iliad,’ is the result of the explosion of a 
type foundry."’ Nor do cosmic explosions explain 


away God. 
a— 


How God Provides Blessing 


We rarely foresee the richness of the blessing 
that God is planning for us. We know that blessing 
is sure to be found in the path of duty ; and we may 
even know beforehand, in a general way, what bless- 
ings are likely to result from certain duties done. 
But God, like a loving parent, seems to delight in 
joyful surprises for his children, and never tires of out- 
doing our best hopes. Two men, from homes far 
apart, went to attend a summer conference. Both went 
from a sense of duty ; both counted upon receiving 


Learning 


O DOUBT the disciples had prayed before. But 
when they saw the Master at prayer, something 
so impressed them that they felt they never had 

really prayed. So they longed to have him teach 
them to pray. And we all need to be taught how to 
pray. 

A little child missed her mother at a certain time 
every day.. The mother slipped away upstairs alone, 
and was gone for some time. The child noticed that 
the mother was always gentler and sweeter after she 
came back. Her face had lost its weary look and was 
shining. Her voice was gladder, more cheerful. 

‘«Where do you go, Mother,’’ the child said, 
thoughtfully, ‘‘when you leave us every day ?’’ 

‘I go upstairs to my room,’’ said the mother. 

‘*Why do you go to your room ?’’ continued the little 
questioner. ‘* You always come back with your face 
shining. What makes it shine so?’’ 

‘*I go to pray,’’ replied the mother, reverently. 

The child was silent for a little while, and then 
she said softly, ‘‘ Teach me how to pray, mother.’ 

There are no more sacred moments in any home 
than when a child is bending at the mother’s knee, 
learning to lisp her first little prayer. - A mother’s 
prayers are never forgotten. 

‘«When ye pray, say, ‘Father.’’’ That one word 
is the key to the whole mystery of prayer. One writes, 


‘* My little girl, to-night, with childish glee, 
Although her months have numbered not twoscore, 
Escaped her ni re, and at my study door, 

With tiny fingers ray ping, spoke to me. 

Though faint her words, I heard them tremblingly 
Fall from her lips, as if the darkness bore 
Its weight upon‘her: ‘ Father’s child.’ 

I waited for, but straightway willingly 

I brought the sweet intruder into light, 
With happy laughter.’’ 


No more 


Such power has the word ‘ father,’’ 


spoken by a 
child, to open a human heart. 


Such power, too, has 


special information of a technical sort for their pro- 
fessional work. And this hope was met. But God 
had something better in store. He saw toit that those 
two men brought to each other a blessing which was 
richer than anything else the universe could offer them, 
and of which both were sorely in need. Neither had 
gone there for that purpose ; neither had any thought of 
receiving such a blessing there. But each knew that 
that was his place of duty ; the richer blessing fol- 
lowed. That is always the way with God's best 
gifts : they come when we are expecting simply the 
everyday rewards of duty-doing. 


x 
The Value of Rebuffs 


It is painful to be knocked down, but it may be 
a great blessing. The brakeman, walking along in 
the dark on the top of his train of box-cars, may not 
like the warning slap in the face he receives from the 
cords arranged over the track for that purpose ; but he 
knows he must either throw himself down or be swept 
to death in passing under the bridge or through the 
tunnel. In a good-sized town a young man was just 
beginning to prosper in business on a side street, 
when a fire completely destroyed his premises. This 
was a disaster ; and in looking about for a suitable 
property, he found that the only building he could get 
was one much larger and costing more than he felt 
that his business would justify. In great fear and with 
sad heart he took possession. To-day he has the lead- 
ing business in his town,—made possible by his 
enforced inove. It is man’s plan, to try to escape 
from sorrow ; God's plan, to save through sorrow. 


to Pray 


the name ‘‘Father,’’ to find and open the heart of 
God. If we can say ‘‘ Father,’’ when we come to the 
gate, we shall not need to say anything more. If you 
believe that God really is your Father, you will no 
longer have any question as to whether you may pray 
to him, or as to how to pray. 

You thought you knew what you needed. If only 
you could have that, your bliss would be complete, 
you said. God wanted to make the happiness full, 
and he knew that this thing you asked for would not 
do it. So he withheld the wish of your heart in its 
form, and gave you the good you needed in another 
way. You prayed that the sick friend, who seemed 
about to be taken from you, might be spared. How- 
ever, death came on apace. ‘*Why did not God 
answer my prayer?’’ Are you sure hedid not? You 
loved your friend, and wanted the best blessing that 
God had for him. Well, did not God give him His 
very best? 

Some prayers are answered in strange ways. A 
lawyer came to his client and said he could not 
prosecute a certain claim. The client wanted to know 
the reason. The lawyer told of a visit he had made. 

‘*I found the house, and knocked, but nobody 
heard me. So I stepped into the little hall, and 
through a crack in the door I saw a cozy sitting-room, 
and on the bed, her head: high on the pillows, an old 


woman. I was about to knock again, when the 
woman said, ‘Come, father, now begin. I am all 
ready.’ Down on his knees by her side went the old, 


white-haired man, and I could not have knocked 
then for the life of me. 

‘Well, he began. First he reminded God that 
they were still his submissive children, and whatever 
he saw fit to bring upon them, they would accept. It 
would be hard for them to be homeless in their old 
age. How different it would have been if at least 
one of the boys had been spared ! 

‘*The old man’s voice broke then, and a thin 
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white hand stole from under the coverlet, and moved 
softly through his snowy hair. He went on presently, 
saying that nothing ever could be so hard again as 
the parting with the three boys had been—unless 
mother and he should be separated. Then he quoted 
several promises assuring the safety of those who put 
their trust in God. Last of all, he prayed for God’s 
blessing on those who were demanding justice.’’ 

The lawyer then said to his client, ‘*1 would rather 
go to the poorhouse to-night myself than to stain my 
hands and heart with such persecution as that.’’ 

‘¢ Afraid to defeat the old man’s prayer?’ asked 
the client, with hard tone. 

‘*Bless your soul, man,’’ said the lawyer, ‘you 
couldn't defeat that prayer. Of all the pleading I 
ever heard, that moved me most. Why I was sent to 
hear that prayer I am sure I do not know. But I 
hand the case over."’ 

‘¢ | wish,’’ said the client uneasily, ‘‘that you 
hadn't told me about the old man’s prayer.”’ 

'*Why so ?”’ 

‘«Well, because I want the money that the house 
would bring. I was taught the Bible myself when I 
was a boy, and I hate to run against it. I wish you 
hadn't heard a word the old man said, Another time 
I would not listen to petitions not intended for my 
ears."’ 

The lawyer smiled. ‘‘ My dear fellow,’’ he said, 
‘‘you are wrong again. That prayer was intended 
for my ears, and yours, too, God Almighty meant it 
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so. My mother used to sing, ‘God moves in a mys- 
terious way.’'’ 

‘* Well, my mother used to sing that, too,’’ said 
the client, and he twisted the claim papers in his 
fingers. ‘‘You can call in the morning and tell 
mother and him that the claim has been met.’’ 

God will always find some way to answer his chil- 
dren's prayers. We need not trouble ourselves as to 
how he can do this—that is not our matter. All we 
have to do is to lay our need before the throne of 
mercy, and to let God answer us as he will and when 
he will. 

We need to learn to pray. We donot know how to 
pray as we ought. How it would bless our lives if 
only we had learned to pray, to talk with God along 
the way! : 

Some of us find life hard. We say sometimes we 
do not see how we can go on, we have so many cares, 
so many struggles, so many sorrows. There is a story 
of a cobbler who discovered that there was one spot 
in his shop from which he could look out through a 
window and see the green fields. So he set his bench 
at that point, 2nd always, as he worked he could lift 
up his eyes and catch a glimpse of the green and the 
garden beauty. It was easy to work after that. The 
glimpse of beauty brightened his dreary shop and 
made his dull task-work light. He who has learned 
the secret of prayer can lift his eyes anywhere, and 
see into heaven. Wherever he is, however heavy the 
task, God is always in sight, for he knows how to pray. 





What Shall We Do with Self? 


The only sure way to be unfair to ourselves is to 
recognize self. Yet what a host of eager defenders 
self always has! How hard itis to submit to the sug- 
gestion. that self has no rightful claim upon our recog- 
nition, no worthy place in our hearts and minds! 
That the teaching is sorely needed is demonstrated by 
protest against it every time it is offered. A Connecti- 
cut reader offers the protest this time : 


**Self is of chief value as something to trample under foot." 

The writer was astonished to read the above aphorism as the 
first sentence in a note in the ‘Times, which was headed ‘‘A 
Hit at the Self-Made Man.”' In that article the Editor cited, in 
substantiation of his position, another statement nearly as 
startling, that had been uttered by a railroad magnate on the 
occasion of a banquet ; and to whom the editorial refers as 
‘widely known for his sensible, keen, piercing remarks on life 
and character."' This gentleman—Lucius S. Tuttle by name 
—pleased the Editor by saying : ‘'I am sick of hearing about 
self-made men. ‘There is not a self-made man in the world." 

This writer objects to both these wild and unqualified state- 
ments about ‘’ self"’ and ‘‘ self-made men,"’ because they are 


indefensible. A self-made man is not necessarily a selfish 
man, taking selfishness in the odious sense. Of course there 
may be self-made selfish men, for all self-made men are not of 


the same species, although being of the same genus. Con- 
fined to its accepted sense, a self-made man is one who without 
advantages, or in spite of disadvantages, has attained to a 
position worthy of the approbation of his fellows. As only such 
are catalogued as ‘' self-made,” it is fair to conclude that these 
are they of whom Mr. Tuttle is tired of hearing. If Mr. 
‘Tuttle had said ‘‘there is naught else in the world, but self- 
made men,"’ he would have been fully as near stating a truth. 

‘There is a ‘‘self'’ to which high ambitions belong, and this 
self is not to be at any time trampled under foot. ‘lhe young 
man susceptible to the advice, to trample on his self, need not 
be disappointed if he finds that he is being trampled upon by 
others, just as unscrupulous as himself. .A man has no right 
to trample on any self, even his own.. 1 know the Editor can 
explain that he means some other kind of self, though he makes 
no qualification in the utterance here referred to. And that 
other kind of self, which he may possibly have had in mind, is 
not the kind of self spoken of as making men. That may be 
a kind that utmakes men; but the ‘‘self"’ that, out of sur- 
rounding environment toward and untoward, builds up beauti- 
ful character that is attractive to behold, is a thing to be 
adored and nurtuted, and the examples of its working are to be 
held up for emulation to all who may be desirous to achieve 
nobleness and thotoughness of character, and to all who may 
require stimulation to these. 

Oh. for the Christly teaching in these days of ‘‘lo, here’’ 
and ‘‘lo, there’! ‘‘A hit’ at all else but His teaching is 
what this present age sorely needs. 


That editorial sentence about self was rather ex- 
treme. But.it did’ not go quite as far as did the 
Christly teaching for which the Connecticut reader 
longs, and which was probably called indefensible, 
because so ‘* wild and unqualified,’ in the days when 
it was first uttered. Following his word in the Temple 
that ‘* whosoever shall exalt himse/f shall be humbled ; 
and whosoever shall humble himse/ shall be exalted,”’ 
Jesus went on to say: ‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it 
abideth by itself alone ; but if it die, it beareth much 
fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it; and he that 
kateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 





eternal."’ Not merely a trampling under foot, but 
death, is the only hope for self ; not merely ignoring, 
but hating, is our only safe attitude toward self. That, 
at any rate, would seem to be the Christly teaching. 
Of course ‘‘a self-made man is not necessarily a 
selfish man"’ ; for the self-made man does not exist, 
while the selfish man, unfortunately, is abundantly 
present. The great truth which Mr. Tuttle was sug- 
gesting, and which ought to sober every man into a 
sense of his own littleness and helplessness and hope- 
lessness if self were his chief asset, is'that no man can 
do anything but use the powers and the undeserved 
opportunities that God has freely given him. And 
we have Christ's word for it that the only lasting way 
to make one’s powers and opportunities count is to 
force them sweepingly and unconditionally into the 


service of others. There is only one ambition that is” 


worth while, and that is the ambition to humble self 
by an actual trampling upon and hating of self so 
effectively that self shall have ceased to exist as a 
factor in our own lives. No man ever did that per- 
fectly but Christ. Every man approaches the Christly 
ideal as he approximates that self-death. 


x 


Needless Fear About the 
Unpardonabkle Sin 

The man who is genuinely troubled lest he sin at 
a certain point is safeguarded by that very fear, and 
is the less likely to fall into the sin that he dreads. 
Those who have been troubled concerning what is 
called ‘‘ the unpardonable sin’’ may find comfort in 
this thought. An Indiana reader seeks light for an 
acquaintance, concerning the meaning of the Gospel 
passage that tells of that sin. She writes : 

1 have been asked to explain Mark 3:29: ‘‘ Whosoever 
shall blaspheme, against the Holy Spirit hath never forgive- 
ness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.”’ 

Maybe I am unwise, but I have never troubled myself about 
it, feeling that if I constantly strove to do His will I would not 


be likely to commit such a sin. But one has come seeking 
light, and if you can help me through your Notes on Open 


Letters, or by suggesting some book which will help, I shall 
be most grateful. 

Never attempt to ascertain the meaning of a Bible 
verse without reading all of the context—the neighbor- 
ing verses—that bears upon it. And if there be par- 
allel passages, as in the other Gospels, one can never 
safely ignore them. 

At the time ef uttering these words, Jesus was the 
center of a storm of misunderstanding and criticism. 
liis own friends were saying, ‘‘ He is beside himself.’’ 
He healed a demoniac, and the scribes said it was 
‘«by Beelzebub, the prince of the demons.’’ Then it 
was that Jesus called his critics before him and showed 
them the foily and the wickedness of such talk : folly, 
because a man serving Satan would not be likely to 
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be casting out the demons of Satan from the bodies 
of those whom Satan wanted to control; wickedness, 
because it was plain blasphemy to call the work. of 
the Holy Spirit Satan’s work. And he added the 
obvious truth that one who,‘ like those scribes, per- 
sistently and deliberately refuses to recognize the 
Spirit of God, is of course putting himself beyond the 
power of God to save. ‘‘Blasphemy"’ did not mean 
a mere uttering of words, but it stood for the whole 
attitude of,the man toward the Spirit of God, an atti- 
tude of deliberate opposition, which resulted in refusal 
to recognize God's Spirit in His works. , 

Many an earnest, loyal child of God and confessed 
disciple of Christ has been needlessly troubled by 
thinking that the mere verbal repetition of a form of 
words against the Holy Spirit, or the uttering of an 
oath in which the name of the Spirit occurred, would 
forever cut that one off from God's forgiveness and 
eternal life. There is nothing in these words of Christ 
to imply any such arbitrary and hopeless ruling as 
that. He was not speaking of or to those who are 
troubled by fear of sinning against the Holy Spirit, 
but of those who are blindly and complacently dead 
to any recognition and reverence of the Spirit, because 
of their wilful opposition to God. A condition of sal- 
vation into eternal life is the acceptance of the Spirit 
of God and the yielding of our lives to his control. 
Only when we blasphemously refuse to recognize 
him, can he do nothing for us. 

H. Clay Trumbull’s book, ‘‘How to Deal with 
Doubts and Doubters,’’ devotes a chapter to this 
question, —‘‘ Facing the Unpardonable Sin.”’ 


xx 


In Correction and Explanation 

The Sunday School Times is indebted to a British 
reader for the following letter, calling attention to an 
important matter of evident misunderstanding : 


HAZELMOUNT, ROTHERHAM, GREAT BRITAIN, 
August 6, 1907, 
TO THE EDITOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 
PHILADELPHIA, U. S. A. 

Dear Sir: In your paper dated July 20, 1907, I saw a 
few words which caused me annoyance, and which I think you 
may not have read or they would not have appeared. I refer 
to the '‘'IHustration,’ by the Rev. F. W. Dell. The Hotel 
Cecil, London, is spoken of as being open to, or its rooms may 
be hired for, ‘‘lust, debauchery, or vice."’ 4 

During’ the-past thirty-five years I have‘ béen a traveler, and 
have spent at least one-eighth of that time in hotels or perisions 
in many countries. From a close observation |. know. that in 
the best hotels the manager cannot always know of, or prevent, 
what he would not tolerate for a moment if it came to his 
knowledge. I venture to say that the Hotel Cecil is above 
the average of large hotels in the class of its patrons, who 
would not associate for a moment with men and women of 
questionable conduct. 

Look at home. Can an American say that all the large 
hotels of New York are morally superior to those of London? 
Can Chicago boast of being equal to us in this respect? My 
second son had a month in your country at the time of the 
St. Louis Exhibition, and his experience was not at all in favor 
of American hotels. 

As a British Sunday-school teacher and an old commercial 
traveler I cannot allow the Rev. F. W. Dell's statement to 
pass without an emphatic protest. I admire your paper, and 
I look forward with pleasure to its weekly arrival, but when I 
see such a lapse I must speak out. I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 
ALFRED T. JENKINS. 


The Sunday School Times gladly publishes this 
letter because, of course, this journal is in hearty accord 
with Mr. Jenkins’ position. The illustration referred to 
was an unfortunate one in its seeming aspersion on a 
leading hotel in the leading city of the world. But the 
point of the illustration was the essential difference be- 
tween the king’s palace, where rooms cannot be rented 
for any price, and hotels in general, in even the best of 
which (and the Cecil was named as a widely know? 
type of the best) rooms can be let in good faith by the 
proprietor, and yet be used improperly by the occu- 
pant, in spite of every precaution taken by the man- 
agement. And the moral was that the human heart 
should be conducted on the king's palace principle 
rather than on the hotel principle. Of course it is 
absurd to think for one moment that the Hotel Cecil, 
or any other high class hotel, would countenance the 
use of its rooms for “‘lust, debauchery, or vice.’’ 
Every such hotel uses all available means to prevent 
such misuse of its accommodations. 

The Sunday School Times sincerely regrets that the 
paragraph in question should have seemed to any one 
toread as an attack on the institution named, and gladly 
makes this correction and explanation of the matter. 


ax 


$25.00 in gold is promised by The Sunday School Times 
to the school doing the most effective and generally practt- 
cable mission study before March, 1908. Send for leaflet 
giving particulars, and send to the Book Department for 
information about Misstonary Studies for the Sunday-school. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (Num. ar : 1-9) 





“ Shepherds in the ‘Wilderness ” 


By Professor Willis J. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 





N NUMBERS 14 : 33 is a sentence which describes 
the condition of the Israelites during about thirty- 
seven and a half of the forty years after they left 

Egypt. In the King James Version it is translated : 
‘© Your children shall wander in the wilderness forty 
years."’ .Im the Revised Versions ‘‘wander’’ is 
changed to:‘* be wanderers,’’ with the marginal note, 
‘«Heb. shepherds.’’ That is, the revisers hold that 
the strictly correct rendering is: ‘‘ Your children 
shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years,"' 

It is a change of only a single wort, but it may 
supposably revolutionize one’s whole conception of 
the life of Israel in the wilderness. If you have been 
accustomed to think of the Israelites as all the time 
massed together in one enormous fourfold camp 
around the tent of meeting, subsisting mainly on 
manna given by miracle ; and of their wandering as 
the occasional movement of this great camp from one 
horrible place to another, please compare your idea 
for a few seconds with that expressed in the clause 
‘« shepherds in the wilderness.’ There could not be 
a greater contrast. 

As the matter is important, notice that this mar- 
ginal translation of the revisers is the only correct 
translation. Words of. the stem occur about three 
hundred times in the Hebrew Bible, and always with 
this one meaning or with closely related secondary 
meanings. Intransitively the verb is used of cattle 
or sheep pasturing, and transitively it describes men 
taking care of pasturing cattle or sheep. Words of 
this stem describe pasturage land or the act of pas- 
turing. The comradery of the life of shepherds fur- 
nishes one group of derivative meanings, and the 
misery of a pasture eaten bare furnishes another. No 
word of the stem is ever used to denote roaming or 
roving or wandering, though of course the shepherd 
life may be in itself a roaming life. 

The Greek translation of the word, inthis verse, is 
as definite and unambiguous as the Hebrew—anemzo- 
menot, pasturers. The Greek word is not the most 
common word for shepherd, but it specifically de- 
notes graziers, men whose occupation it is to pasture 
cattle and sheep. There is in it no idea of wander- 
ing, except in the sense in which shepherd life is in 
itself field life. 

The Vulgate translation, made some _ centuries 
later, rendérs the word by vagz. This, Latin word is 
the ancestor of such English words as vague, vaga- 
bond, vagrant. Perhaps the Latin translators had in 
mind that the life of shepherds in the wilderness. is 
an unsettled life, that shepherds move from place to 
place. Possibly an element of the marvelous had 
already entered into the interpretation of the passage, 
so that they thought of the Israelites as a vast horde 
massed together, wandering from place to place 
wherever the tent of meeting might lead them. 

When our Celtic or Teutonic or Scandinavian an- 
cestors were evangelized they received these stories 
orally, from men’ who obtained them from the Latin. 
These early missionaries could not make the stories 
too marvelous for the taste of their barbarian audi- 
tors. Their interpretation of them has been handed 
down to us in an uninterrupted stream of oral trans- 
mission. Most of us heard the stories before we 
could read, and when we began to read them we gave 
them the meaning with which we were already 
familiar. 

Even without this element of traditional misinter- 
pretation, we would be in danger of forming distorted 
views in such a matter as this. Little children and 
ill-informed people, reading of the march of armies of 
hundreds of thousands of men, like those of Japan 
and Russia in the recent war, picture the matter to 
themselves as if there were but a few dozen of the men. 
Little children and ill-informed people form a similar 
mental picture when they read of the migrations of the 
great hordes of northern and central Europe, men and 
women and children and domestic animals. Not 
children and ill-informed people alone, but all of us, 
form inadequate ideas in such matters. The correct- 
ing of our inadequate ideas is one of our most impor- 
tant lines of experience. 

Of course we do not all form the same mental pic- 
ture of Israel in the wilderness. But I am afraid that 
many hold a view which may be fairly stated as fol- 
lows, however the statement may differ from those 
which they are accustomed to make : that the Israel- 
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ites were at least as numerous as the present popula- 
tion of Chicago ; that most of them had flocks and 
herds ; that they were all massed together in one 
camp for thirty-seven and a half years ; that they had 
no many-story buildings, but all lived on the ground 
floor, and had room somewhere for their’ flocks and 
herds ; that all of them every morning, without sub- 
ways or trolleys, found their way to the-region out- 
side the camp, and gathered manna for the day's 
subsistence, spending the rest of their: time no one 
knows how ; that in these years, though they all lived 


in sight of the smoke of the sacrifices at the tent of . 


meeting, they lost their sacrificial system, and even 
the custom of circumcision (Deut. 12 : 8 and context ; 
Amos 5 : 25; Josh. 5 : 2-9); that their wandering 
consisted in the frequent removal of the great camp 
from one place to another ; that these were the pro- 
cesses which Jehovah chose for training them to self- 
reliance and responsibility and courage. 

Contrast this with the instantaneous photograph 
flashed before us in the phrase ‘‘shepherds in the 
wilderness.’ Numberless bands of a few scores of 
people each, some of them as many hundreds of miles 
away as they needed to go in order to find pasturage, 
subsisting mainly by their flocks and herds and by 
the temporary cultivation of patches of soil, the other 
people dying off by hardships, and the newer genera- 
tion becoming toughened in the struggle for existence, 
the nation gaining in resoluteness while losing in the 
externals of civilization and religion, with some con- 
sciousness of unity spreading itself through all the 
bands, and an expectation that Jehovah will some 
time call upon them to resume their progress to the 
promised land. 

This conception is consistent with all that is said 
concerning the tent of meeting and the fourfold camp 
and the manna. According to the Bible account the 
tent of meeting was in existence. We naturally infer. 
that its ritual, once established, was maintained in the 
daily worship and the set feasts throughout the forty 
years. of the wandering. The fourfold camp was 
around the tent of meeting, within hearing of its signal 
trumpets, marching when the tent marched (Num, 2, 
10: I-7, 14-28). The whole population was counted 
as belonging to the fourfold camp in some of its 
divisions (Num. 1, 2, 3, 4). The camp moved from 
place to place on signal given by the pillar of cloud, 
sometimes remaining one night in a locality, and 
sometimes remaining much longer (Num. 9g : 15-23). 
When the manna was given it was on the ground 
around the camp (Num. 11 ; 7-9; Exod. 16). 

But all this is a different thing from saying that the 
whole population was all the time present in the camp. 
They were all there representatively, whether the 
number actually present at any time was small or 
large. Whenever a shepherd came in from the 
wilderness he probably had his appointed place in the 
camp, determined by his belonging to such and such a 
tribe or family. There may have been ways of making 
sure that each tribe constantly had its quota in the 
representative camp. Presumably the camping body 
was more numerous at some times than at other times. 
What is said concerning the quadruple camp is entirely 
intelligible without the hypothesis that the whole 
population constantly resided there. 

For the idea that they were all permanently there is a 
hypothesis, The account does not say that they were. 
That notion is a bit of filling which we have inserted 
into the account, to make it intelligible and interest- 
ing. It is equally legitimate to fill in with the differ- 
ent idea that the great body of the people were not in 
the camp, but were scattered through the regions west 
and east of the Elanitic sea, living the life of shep- 
herds. The difference between these two ways of 
filling in is that the second is sober inference from the 
facts, while the first is not. 

If you are in the habit of thinking that the Israel- 
ites in the wilderness subsisted mainly on manna and 
quails, miraculously given, you may have to think 
that they were all continually in the one camp, around 
which the manna fell. But the accounts do not say 
that they subsisted mainly on manna and quails. The 
accounts speak of flocks and herds, fish and game and 
agricultural products, money and other resources. 
Rightly understood they teach that the manna was, 
throughout the forty years, God’s special provision 
for the emergencies that arose. 
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The accounts affirm the miracle of the manna, but 
no one understands them to say that the cattle and 
sheep subsisted by miracle ; they lived by finding 
grass and eating it. It is therefore impossible that all 
their owners lived in one camp ; they must have been 
scattered over immense stretches of territory. 

No one understands the accounts to say that the 
marches were ordinarily miraculous ; the people went 
step by step on foot. A study of the marches de- 
scribed, with the topography, will convince any one 
that the marching column was aiways one limited in 
numbers ; it did not consist of millions of persons 
and animals, 

The purpose of the training of the thirty-seven 
years was to transform the enervated, cowardly Israel 
that came out of Egypt into a hardy, bold, resourceful 
people. Jehovah saw that this was desirable even at 
the cost of temporary retrogression in the externals of 
civilization and religion. Nothing could be less fitted 
to accomplish this purpose than shutting them up for 
decades in a camp, where children would grow to old 
age without ever seeing any one but their neighbors, 
and there caring for them by miracle, without effort 
on their part. Nothing could be better fitted to ac- 
complish the purpose in hand than throwing them 
upon their own resources, in the precarious shepherd 
life of the region. 

We thus find that the phrase ‘‘shepherds in the 
wilderness'’ affords us a key for interpreting the whole 
history of this period. It excludes a certain element 
of marvelousness, which has been strongly accented 
in the past, and which many are loth to surrender ; 
but it also excludes nearly all the difficulties that lie 
in the way of accepting the narrative as historical. 

If one regards the biblical story as mere myth or 
legend, he may have an interest in rejecting this in- 
terpretation. His view is based on the proposition 
that the accounts are incredible as history, and he has 
a quarrel with anything which goes to show that they 
are credible. If the phrase ‘shepherds in the 
wilderness’’ really implies what we have found that it 
seems to imply, then it further implies reality in the 
events. The narratives are narratives of fact, and are 
not mere stories. 

The view here presented will be a novelty to some, 
not by any means to all, who accept the biblical ac- 
counts as history. Its being a novelty is no reason 
for either accepting or rejecting it. It should be con- 
sidered on its merits, and it is important enough to be 
worthy of consideration. 


AvuBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
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A Find in the Land of Amon 


By Ruby S. Howie 


STRANGER on the way to Aleppo asked me 
whether my father dealt in antiquities. He 

then explained that he had in his possession a 
piece of basalt stone about thirty inches square and 
eight inches thick, on which is sculptured a serpent 
coiling round a ‘‘tree’’ and drinking out of a ‘‘cup"’ 
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held out to it by a woman, opposite whom a man is 
sitting ; the stranger added that the matter of the find 
was still private, and that a native antiquarian had 
already offered him for this stone £50 sterling. 

In due course we found our way to the owner of the 
sculpture, and after delay and difficulty we photo- 
graphed the stone. He told us that the stone was 
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found in Ammon in the land of the children of Am- 
mon, but had been brought to Damascus and then 
entrusted to him to be marketed. 

Assuming that this sculpture is genuine, it differs 
from the sculpture which is already in the British 
Museum, for the latter represents the serpent as if 
whispering something to the woman ; in full view of 
a fruit-bearing tree and a man not far away, thus sug- 
gesting some connection with Genesis 3 : 1-6, but 
this sculpture recalls the fact that snakes are wor- 
shiped and fed in India to-day, and that the ancient 
Egyptians worshiped the serpent as a symbol of life 
and strength. 

Can it be that serpent worship was practised in the 
wilderness where Moses lifted up the serpent (John 3)? 

















Sunday-School Conquests in the Far East 


By Frank L. Brown 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Impaling on poles, KAzook, as well as crucifixion, was 
a method of execution, and remains in some parts of 
the Orient tothis day. Moreover, it.was.a well-known 
practise to place high on poles, on city gates, city 
walls, ‘and other prominent places, limbs, heads, or 
whole bodies of vanquished and executed enemies. 

Can it be that the hard, cold and lifeless effigy which 
Moses stuck up on that pole (Num. 21 ; 9) was meant 
to symbolize the paralyzing and conquest of the ser- 
pent in a moral as well as in a physical sense, and 
that in the very places where the serpent was fed, 
feared and worshiped? The stone referred to above 
bears an inscription which is to be submitted to ex- 
perts for decipherment. 
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N CAPTURING the East for Christ, the strategic 
thing is to mold for him its childhood and youth. 
The Christian day-school and the Sunday-school 

are the twin forces to accomplish this. These Christian 
day-schools have been doing magnificent work in 
Japan, Korea, and China. The Sunday-school work 
of these countries has needed organization, and the 
encouragement and inspiration of alliance with the 
World's Sunday-school work. 

On November 20, 1906, I left San Francisco for 
Japan, commissioned by the Japan Committee of the 
World's Sunday School Executive Committee, to take 
to the Sunday-school workers of Japan and Korea, the 
Christian greetings of their fellow-workers in America, 
study the Sunday-school conditions prevailing, and 
assist in the organization of a Sunday-school Associa- 
tion if circumstances favored. 

I bore to Japan the greetings of the Honorable 
Charles W. Fairbanks, Vice-President of the United 
States, the Honorable Leslie M. Shaw, Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Honorable John W. Foster, Ex- 
Secretary of State, the leading Sunday-school workers 
of America, and missionary secretaries. 

I also took a valuable Sunday-school exhibit con- 
tributed by denominational and other publishers, and 
a choice workers’ ‘library of up-to-date Sunday-school 
books collected through the kindness of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

The welcome given by the Executive Committees 
of the Japan branch of the Evangelical Alliance and 
the Standing Committee of Co-operating Christian 
Missions was very cordial, and their response to the 
greetings highly appreciative. Committees were ap- 
pointed on conference as to organization of a Sunday- 
school Assocfation, initial difficulties overcome, a 
constitution adopted, officers elected, and on January 
5, 1907, the Sunday School Association of Japan was 
successfully launched. 

This organization comprises a central association, 
with headquarters at Tokio, fifty auxiliary district 
organizations, extending as far as Formosa and Man- 
churia, a directing Board of Council (one Councillor 
from each district), a general recording and three 
provincial secretaries, executive, lesson, and education 
committees, and annual National and District Con- 
ventions. 

The work of the educational committee, as de- 
veloped, covers a teacher-training course, summer 
training schools, Sunday-school courses in semina- 
ries and Christian schools, workers’ libraries, Sun- 
day-school grading and supplemental work. The 
books in Japanese now available for these courses 
are, ‘*The Sunday-School Teacher’’ by Hamill ; 
‘«Teachers and Teaching’? by Trumbull; ‘‘The 
Kingdom in the Cradle’’ by Atkins; ‘‘ Twentieth 
Century Sunday-School’’ by Tamura; ‘* Kindergarten 
Work’’ by Miss Howe; ‘Studies in Child Nature,’’ by 
Miss Harrison. Three additional books are under 
translation by the generosity of Mr. H. J. Heinz, the 
chairman of the Japan committee. They are ‘‘ How 
to Conduct the Sunday-School,’’ by Lawrance ; *‘ The 
Blackboard Class in the Sunday-School,’’ Miss 
Darnell ; ‘‘ Outline Studies,’’ by Hurlbut. 

The President of the Association is Judge Watanabe 
of the Tokio Supreme Court, a Presbyterian, and a 
practical Sunday-school superintendent ; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mr. Tateishi, a Congregationalist, and Sho 
Nemoteo, M. P., Methodist ; Dr. Deering and Prof. 
Arakawa are treasurers. 


The annual pledge from America of $1,000 to the - 
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Association work, made possible by the generous gift 
of Mr. Heinz, will, together with money from Japanese 
sources, cover the budget of the Association. 

The first annual convention of the new association 
was held May 10-12, at Tokio. Mrs, Crafts, of 
Washington, was one of the speakers. The first Board 
of Council met, and planned for the enlargement of 
the work. 

Dr. Altmans was deputed by the convention to 
personally convey to the American Sunday-school 
leaders the cordial appreciation cf the Association of 
America’s interest in their Sunday-school work. 

Following the organization, a tour of important 
Japanese centers was made. Strong local union com- 
mittees co-operated. Institutes of from one to four 
days were held at each place. Pastors, missionaries, 
Sunday-school workers, evangelists, Bible women, 
students from seminaries, girls’ and government 
schools were drawn in from a large territory. The at- 
tendance and enthusiasm were large. 

The Japanese characterized the meetings as a Sun- 
day-school revival. At Hiroshima, in a few days’ 
meetings following the Institute, over sixty of the 
bright Japanese older girls in the large girls’ school 
became Christians, and were enrolled as probationers 
in the church. A large proportion, in giving their ex- 
perience, said their first definite impulse to become 
followers of Christ came during the Institute. They 
were almost entirely from strongly Booddhist homes. 

Japan's Sunday-school membership is 64,910, 
gathered in 857 schools. These schools range usually 
from 25 to 150 members. Schools connected with 
city churches run frequently larger, a Sendai school 
numbering 497, and the Orphanage Sunday-school at 
Ohayama I200. The teaching is in Japanese. 

The church Sunday-schools are usually graded, and 
conducted in much the manner of our average Ameri- 
can school. In one church school teachers are not 
permitted to teach unless present at the weekly teach- 
ers’-meeting. Such meetings, though, are not-usual. 
Sunday-schools in country districts are conducted 
usually by evangelists, Bible women, or missionaries, 
—sometimes on a week-day. , 

The Bible is being read in Japan as never before. 
A leading Japanese clergyman has said that he be- 
lieved there were one million secret Christians in 
Japan,—Nicodemus inquirers, I know of two Bible 
correspondence lists of fifteen hundred membership 
each, composed of non-Christian Japanese, including 
heads of villages, educators, business-men, who are 
supplied, at their own request, with monthly printed 
instruction on the Bibleand Christianity. The editor 
of a leading Japanese paper, himself a non-Christian, 
openly advised the reading of the Bible one-half hour 
daily for its effect upon character. 

The war proved a golden opportunity to the Church 
in Japan. Grateful soldiers took Bibles and literature 
to the remotest corner of Japan. The fruit is shown 
in a changed attitude toward Christianity and Chris- 
tian instruction. The Emperor's gift of fifteen thou- 
sand yen to the Y. M. C. A. has advanced the 
Christian work in Japan ten years. 

The young people of Japan, ninety-three per cent 
of whom are now being educated in the public schools, 
are turning away from Booddhism. Sunday is nowa 
holiday in the public schools of Japan. The Sunday- 
school, under the stimulus of the new Association, 
will, I believe, grow to be an instrument of great 
power in shaping the Christian future of the empire. 

In Korea there are 613 Sunday-schools and 45,918 
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members, a gain in one year of 176 schools and 
20,607 members. The teachers are largely natives, 
who are trained in a weekly teachers’-meeting by 
pastor or missionaries. This meeting isthe rule. In 
proportion to population, Korea leads Japan, China, 
and India in Sunday-school membership. 

Practically the only educational work in Korea is 
that of the day-schools attached to nearly every 
Christian church. These schools are well distributed 
througlfout Korea, and are self-supporting. The 
day-school teachers are usually the Sunday-school 
teachers. 

There are several Sunday-schools at Seoul of five 
hundred members, and one at Peng Yang of one thou- 
sand members. 

The missionaries at Seoul favored steps looking to 
the organization of the Sunday-school work of Korea, 
and its attachment to the World’s Sunday School 
Association, at the Council of Missions to be held in 
September. .A strong hope was expressed that the 
Rome Convention would place a Sunday-school sec- 
retary upon the field for Korea. At Rome this re- 
quest was promptly complied with by the American 
Section of the World's Sunday-school Committee, 
which pledged one thousand dollars toward the ex- 
penses of such a secretary. 

BROOKLYN, N, Y. 
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Wanted: Literature for a Nation 
of Readers 


By the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, Ph.D. 


HE new Sunday School Association of Japan has 
an opportunity almost unparalleled for its litera- 
ture work, in that ninety-four cent of the children 

of Japan are at school. The compulsory school age 
has just been extended to include all from four to 
twelve years. The Emperor's noble ambition to so 
develop public education that there shall not be in 
any town an ignorant family, nor in any family an 
ignorant member, has been carried to success in its 
first proposition. If attractive papers, containing 
such color-pictures as an artistic nation, fond of color, 
would respect, and also one of the Western. hymn- 
tunes; of which Japanese are so fond that even the 
heathen sing them, with their own words, of course, 
and a Bible story, and the world’s news of the week, 
edited from a Christian viewpoint, were given out 
Saturday afternoon at every door in Japan, there 
would be scarcely a home in which there would be no 
one able and willing to read such an evangel. 

This cannot be said of any other mission field, so 
far as 1 know. In China I have heard no estimate 
that names less than ninety. per cent of the popula- 
tion as illiterate. And China is less open-minded to 
‘«the new doctrine.’’ 

No doubt Sunday-schools at home would greatly 
increase their missionary gifts if appealed to for a 
specific Sunday-school crusade in a field so hopeful. 

There are other considerations that have made this 
seem to the writer, in missionary tours of Japan, the 
most promising and the most urgent ‘‘ forward move- 
ment’’ that could be undertaken for that progressive 
but yet deeply heathen land. 

Everywhere one sees the people reading. Every 
rickshaw man has a newspaper under the seat, ready 
for a spare moment. On the trains as many men 
read the papers as in the United States. Minds are 
alert, open to new things, both bad and good. 

The people are unusually religious. Heathen tem- 
ples are more numerous and much more frequented 
than in Korea and China. Devotees of false religions 
are more hopeful material than the indifferent. 

The work of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion and of Christian nurses and preachers and medi- 
cal missionaries among the soldiers during the war 
with Russia, and the strong sympathy of Britain and 
America for Japan, resulting in generous recognition 
of Christian agencies by the Mikado, which has been 
followed by a great welcome from officials all over the 
empire for the Student Volunteers, and General Booth 
of the Salvation Army, and Dr. Hall of Union Semi- 
nary, and other Christian speakers, who often find a 
majority of their eager audiences are non-Christian, 
but willing to hear the claims of Christianity ; the 
lectures of Professor Ladd of Yale on religion, educa- 
tion, and ethics, permeated with Christian ideals, 
which have been given in both Japan and Korea at 
the invitation of the government, which also pays the 
expenses, —all these proclaim to the Church of Christ 
that in Japan at this hour there is an ‘‘open door.”’ 

Mania, P. I. 























LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (Num. ar: 1-9) 
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LESSON 10. 





COMMON VERSION 


1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which 
dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came 
by the way of the spies ; then he fought against 
Israel, and took some of them prisoners. 

2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, 
and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this peo- 
ple into my hand, then I will utterly destroy 
their cities, 

3 And the LorD hearkened to the voice of 
Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites ; and 
they utterly destroyed them and their cities : 
and he called the name of the place Hormah. 

4 9 And they journeyed from mount Hor 
by the way of the Red Sea, to compass the 
land of Edom : and the soul of the people was 
much discouraged because of the way. 

5 And the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for 
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Numbers 21 : 1-9. (Read Num, 20, 21.) Memory verse: 9 


Golden Text: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up; that whosoever believeth may in him have eternal life—John 3 : 14, 15 





AMERICAN REVISION 


t And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who 
dwelt in the South, heard tell that Israel came 
by the way ! of Atharim ; and he fought against 
Israel, and took some of them captive. 2 And 
Israel vowed a vow unto Jehovah, and said, If 
thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my 
hand, then I will ? utterly destroy their cities. 
; And Jehovah hearkened to the voice of 

srael, and delivered up the Canaanites ; and 
they * utterly destroyed them and their cities : 
and the name of the place was called * Hor- 


mah, 

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by 
the way to the Red Sea, to compass the land 
of Edom: and the soui of the people 5 was 
much discouraged ® because of the way. 5 
And the people spake against God, and against 
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6 And the LorD sent fiery serpents omens 
the people, and they bit the people ; and muc 
people of Israel died. 

7 {| Therefore the people came to Moses, 
and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the LORD, and against thee ; pray unto 
the LORD, that he take away the serpents from 
us. And Moses prayed for the meg 

8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make 
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: 
and it shall come to pass, that every one that 
is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 

9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole ; and it came to pass, that 
if a serpent had bitten a man, when he be- 
held the serpent of brass, he lived. 


SEPTEMBER 8. THE BRAZEN SERPENT 
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loatheth this Tlight bread. 6 And Jehovah 
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people ; and much people of Israel 
died. 7 And the people came to Moses, and 
said, We have sinned, because we have spoken 
against Jehovah, and against thee ; pray unto 
Jehovah, that he take away the serpents from 
us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8 
And Jehovah said unto Moses, Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a standard : and 
it shall come. to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he seeth it, shall live. 9g And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and set it 
upon the standard : and it came to pass, that 
if a serpent had bitten any man, when he 
looked unto the serpent of brass, he lived. 


1 Or, of the spies *Heb. devote. * Heb. devoted. * From the same root as herem, a devoted thing. 
6 Or, was impatient Heb. was shortened. * Or, in 1 Or, vile 


and our soul loatheth this light bread. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HO is your worst enemy? Notice, the question 

is ‘‘ who,” not ‘‘ what.” Let your pupils spend 

a few minutes, at the beginning of the lesson 

study, discussing this question and giving their rea- 
sons with their answers. 

The children of Israel were about to meet two kinds 
of enemy, .one worse than the other. Thirty-eight 
years have passed since we left them last week. A 
glimpse of what has happened in that long time is 
given in Professor Beecher’s first and third para- 

raphs, and in Professor Sanders’ article throughout. 
Kir. Ridgway’s opening paragraph touches on a few 
‘leading évents.of the interval. 


The first of the two enemies is told of in the first - 


verse of the lesson. He was no imaginary. enemy, 
but one who made himself felt and knew how to fight 
hard. How did Israel meet the test? Splendidly. 
Verse 2 reads as though the spirit of Caleb and 
Joshua had control of the whole camp. ‘There was 
no empty, misleading self-confidence here, such as 
fooled them into defeat at this same Hormah thirty- 
eight years before, but a God-confidence that is never 
in vain. It must have been the biggest encourage- 
ment that Moses had ever yet had in his leadership 
of Israel’s hosts. Mr. Gordon’s first paragraph shows 
the significance of Israel’s new attitude. 

The result was the result that always follows com- 
plete trust in God. It makes no difference just when 
the Hormah victory of verse 3 came (see Beecher’s 
comment on v. 3); that victory was plainly God’s 
answer to Israel’s confidence in him. 

Now appears enemy Number Two. He does not 
make such a bold or terrifying appearance as did the 
Canaanite. He is quiet and silent and unobtrusive. 
Who is he? Verse 4 names him: ‘the soul of the 
people.” Why, that means the people themselves! 
Exactly. There is the answer to our opening ques- 
tion, if we have not discovered it earlier. You are 
your own worst enemy; we have more to dread from 
ourselves than from any one else, even than from the 
Devil. He cannot hurt us so long as we resist him; 
the only thing to fear is that self shall say to him 
‘*come in.” 

And the soul of the people said ‘‘ come in” to the 
Devil as they tramped on their weary, discouraging 
way through the wilderness, worn out‘by the physi- 
cal strain of it all. Mr. Gordon’s second paragraph 

ictures strongly this hardest of all tests: endurance 
in and of the commonplace. The result was as cer- 
tain now as it had been when they acted so differ- 
ently a little earlier; they turned against their best 
friends, Moses and God, And God did the kindest, 
most loving thing he could ; he left them to them- 
selves so that they might realize what this should 
mean. Mr. Ridgway’s fifth paragraph, and Mr. Gor- 
don’s fourth, make this plain. 

What the sin of rebellion against God was doing to 
the spirits of these people the unleashed wilderness 
serpents began to do to their bodies: kill. It was 
death in both cases, but the physical death was 
plainer to see, and seemed harder to bear. When 
they cried out in an agonized confession of their sin, 
and in a desperate hope that Moses might get God to 
do something for them, then came the way of escape: 
simple, freely offered, plain, as God’s way of escape 
always is. A voluntary look upward at the serpent 
of brass meant freedom from the death that the poi- 
son from the living, hissing serpents, burning in their 


Moses, Wherefore have ye i us up out 
there is no bread, neither is there any water; of Egypt to die in the wilderness 
no bread, and there is no water ; and our soul 


for there is 
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veins, was bringing to their bodies. And many were 
actually saved by this simple act of trust in God. 
Perhaps some will be puzzled to know why a ser- 
pent was chosen as the thing to look at in order to 
live. It might have seemed more reasonable if some 
symbol of God, or if the ark, or the rod that was 
the leaders’ sign of authority from God, had been 
lifted up into prominence as a sign of healing life. 
But notice that it was a lifeless, harmless serpent 
that was to be looked upon as the way of escape; and 
remember that it was a serpent that had brought sin 
and death into the world. May it not have been 
God’s purpose, therefore, that the sin-poisoned, ser- 
pent-poisoned children of Israel should be reminded, 


by the upward look at the harmless, lifeless brazen ~ 


serpent, that the death of sin was made possible b 
the upward look of trust in the Father? Disobedi- 
ence to God was bringing death. Obedience to God 
drew the serpent’s fangs, and left ‘nothing but a 
harmless, lifeless serpent as a reminder of God’s 
love, and of the sin and death from which that love 
saves. 

So this symbol of the death of death was mentioned 
by Jesus himself, centuries later, as he sought to fix 
men’s gaze upon himself as their only hope of life. 
That concerns us more than the story of the brazen 
serpent. Mr. Foster telis, in his last paragraph, how 
he brought this home to his class. Let us make this 
the real message of the brazen serpent to our classes 
to-day. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


For an illuminating account of the wilderness life of 
Israel, see the full-page article on page 423. 





The Mystery Box 





Answers to all the questions can be found in the 
lesson articles, or in the italic sentences between 
articles, in this issue; or in the Bible, 








pents ? 

2. Upon what does the uplift of the world de- 
pend ? 

3. At what place did Israel defeat the Canaan- 
ites ? 

4. How much time had passed since the events 
ot the last lesson ? 

5. Tell the story of the aged Hindoo who tried 


to get rid of the burden of sin. 
6. What made Guido Verbeck a missionary ? 


: 1. What was the purpose in sending the ser- 


7. What king fought against Israel ? 

%. How does fatigue strengthen our temptations ? 

g. What is the difference in the way an optimist 
and a pessimist look at-a doughnut ? 

10. How old was Moses at this time ? 

11. In what part of the Bible are we told of the 
destroying of the brazen serpent ? 

12. Where in the New Testament did Jesus 
speak of the brazen serpent? 

13. For what does the healing of the heart some- 
times wait ? 

14. What six distinct themes are found in this 
period of Israel’s life ? 

15. Describe the famous lighthouse of Arizona. 











Pronunciation.—Arad, A’rad ; Atharim, Ath’a-rim ; Canaanites, Ka’nan-ites ; Hormah, Hér’mah. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Why the Second Commandment was not violated in the 
making of this ‘‘ graven image ’’ (Beecher, on v. 8). 

A notable difference between Israel’s vows and present- 
day vows in the East (Howie, 2, 3). 

Christian missionaries carry the message of the brazen 
serpent to dying souls (Pierson). 

Was it cruel for God to destroy peoples who opposed 
Israel ? (Ridgway, 2.) 

The greatest complainers have least to complain about 
(Ridgway, 4). 

How a complainer’s eyes were opened (Illustrations, 3). 

Why the serpents proved to be a greater blessing than 
the manna (Dunning, 4). 

PHILADELPHIA. 

* 


They who reject God's way are the first to object 
when they find thorns in their own. 


- 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—Apparently the sixth month of the fortieth 
year of the life in the wilderness. After the 
thirty days of mourning for Aaron, who died 

the first day of the fifth month (Num. 33 : 38; 20: 29). 
Lacking a little of an even thirty-eight years since 
the events of the last lesson (Deut. 2:14). Probably 
B.C. 1459, if we follow the data given in the Bible. 

Parallel Passages.— Deuteronomy 2: 2-15; Numbers 
33 : 37-43. , 

Events.—The few specific recorded events of the 
thirty-eight years (Num. 15-19) have less interest than 
the situation as a whole. The representative cam 
and the tent havé been much of the time at Kades 
(Deut. 1 : 46), but have moved from place to place 
The people generally have been ‘‘ shepherds in the 
wilderness ” (Num. 14 : 33) in the Sinaitic peninsula 
and in the boundless regions tarther east. At the 
beginning of the fortieth year the camp was at 
Kadesh (Num. 20). It is now on its march to con- 
quer Canaan. Miriam and Aaron have died. Dur- 
ing the thirty-seven years the number in the camp 
has probably been at a minimum, but now, with the 
movement for conquest, the numbers are increasing 
daily, and with them increase the difficulties of sub- 
sistence and of the march. 

Place.—Prevented from passing through the set- 
tled part of the territory of Edom (Num. 20: 14-21; 
Deut: 2 : 4-6), they are making a detour through the 
surrounding wilderness (Num. 20: 22ff; Deut. 2: 
8, 29). They have passed Mount Hor, and, proba- 
bly, the head of the Elanitic gulf, 

Persons.— Moses, now a hundred and twenty years 
old, and soon to die. The Israelites. They are a 
new generation, few of them being over sixty years 
old. They are fault-finding, like their fathers (Num. 
20: 2-13). They are rough, and religiously careless, 
many of them being even uncirciimcised (Deut. 12: 8; 
Josh. 5 : 2-9). But they have acquired fortitude and 
courage and personal initiative, through their hard 
experiences in the life of the wilderness. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 1-3.—Arad: Probably the same Canaanitic 
nations that had repulsed them thirty-eight years 
before (Num. 14 : 39-45; Deut. 1 : 41-46).—T7he way 
of Atharim: Perhaps the Old Version and the mar- 
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gin are right in translating this name ‘‘ of the spies,” 
making it mean the way that the spies had come 
(Num. 13).—Zuvk some of them captive: How far 
the Israelites responded to these hostilities at the 
time does not appear. ‘The author mentions the 
attack by the Canaanites, and that suggests to him 
to add an account of the fate of Hormah, which oc- 
curred years later, after the death of Joshua (Judg. 
1: 16, 17). 

Verses 4-5.—From mount Hor: After the death 
of Aaron (Num, 20: 23 ff.).—Zhe soul of the people 
was shortened in the way: So the margin of the 
American Revisers. The attitude of mind is that of 
ill-temper rather than of discouragement. — Light 
bread; Light in the sense of being of no account, 
Compare Numbers 11 : 4-6. 























Verse 6.—Fiery serpents: Or burning serpents. 
The adjective may indicate either the appearance 
of the serpent, or the inflammation caused by its bite. 

Verse 8.—Make thee a fiery serpent: In response 
to the repentance of the ple and the intercession 
of Moses, Jehovah provides aremedy. He does not 
authorize Moses to violate the second commandment, 
for the figure is not made for an object of worship. 
The use of it as such many centuries later (2 Kings 
18: 4) was a perversion.— When he seeth it, shall 
/ive :. Interpret by the different word ‘‘ looked unto” 
inverse 9g. ‘The thing intended is an intentional see- 


<< 


Life in 
By S. D. 


HIS prayerful proposition (v. 2) by the people 
themselves marks a distinct change in their 
spirit. Instead of falling back on the old criti- 

cism about being brought out of Egypt to be killed, 
they go wo pony ne and planning how to get a victory. 
For once Egypt is forgotten in a vigorous onward 
move. This is great growth. It is the first thing of 
the sort told of them. The wilderness training is 
bearing fruit. At last they are learning to count 
upon God as a rH, help in crengrew Itisa 
great step ahead when a man quits fault-finding, 
quits leaning on others, and, depending only upon 
God, takes a forward step and gets a taste of victory. 

But the see-saw movement returns. The new 
spirit is soon swamped. These Hebrews are physi- 
cally tired out. The terrible heat, the wild sand- 
storms, and the rough footing, tested their bodily 
strength sorely. And to have all this go on end- 
lessly, with no relief in sight, seemed unendurable. 
The time test is the stiffest of all. Job stood every 
test bravely except that of endurance ; there he 
failed. A long road seems unending. The last 
stretch is longer than all the rest. These people lost 
heart. Their courage oozed slowly but surely out. 
Fatigue strengthens every temptation, for it weakens 
our power of resistance. Better watch yourself 
keenly when you are worn out. Then the tongue 
gets looser, and sharper-edged, and less accurate. 
Your self-control relaxes. The besetting sin comes 
to the front with a vigorous swing. ‘The most diffi- 
cult of all tasks is to keep sweet in the old beaten 
track, with the same duties, same faces, same fare, 
same temptations, growing stronger maybe, same bur- 
dens, getting heavier because of lessening strength, 
while body and nerves are jaded, and nothing new 
comes to relieve the monotony and give a bit of zest 
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ing, a voluntary looking, for a purpose. - Apparently 
the healing we: by miracle. 
The great significance of this incident is that given 
to it in the Gospel by John (3: 14; 8 : 28; 12: 32-34). 
AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 





ND he fought against Israel, and took some of 
A them captive (v. 1). Petty wars, raids, and 
reprisals are matters of common occurrence to- 
day in the neighborhood of ‘Tell Arad, south of He- 
bron and east of Jordan. Captives are taken as in 
the days of Naaman (2,Kings 5). Sometimes they 
are exchanged or redeemed; nevertheless many a 
youth spends his or her life in captivity, 

Then I will utterly destroy their cities (v. 2), In 
the course of a recent journey I examined a chapel 
in a village called Khuldeh. This sacred place is 
about twenty-five feet long, and half as many broad, 
with an altar at one end. A window and a recess 
were piled up with stones of various shapes and 
weights, tied with various colored ribbons and 
thread. These several stones were deposited there 
by different people, who vowed that if the saint 
would grant them the object of their desire, they 
would duly return and give the weight of the stone 
(which they marked and deposited there) in wax 
candles, incense, or olive oil. Veils and other arti- 
cles of clothing were hung in the vault, evidently in 
fulfilment of vows. The Khuldeh shrine is only one 
of : class of shrines at which vows are made and 

aid. 
/ Israel vowed a vow unto Jehovah (v. 2). But to- 
day vows are made to the saint, Sheikh Wely, or 
Seyid, who is believed to mediate between Jehovah 
and the suppliant. 

And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses (v. 5). Only to-day I heard a man, who evi- 
dently is smarting under a trial, speaking against 
Allah. ‘‘Ya Rabbi,” he said, ‘‘am I a robber, a 
highwayman ?... What have I done?... Why 
dost thou deal thus with me?” In the distant past 
Semitic peoples believed that the different gods were 
kinsmen.of the tribes which worshiped them,.and, 
that the gods were under obligations to their wor- 
shipers. Could the people who spake against ‘God 
have had some such notion as this? At any ratea 
notion. of this kind survives to-day, though very 
faintly. 

SHWEIR, Mr. LEBANON, SyRIA. 
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The serpent of discontent and doubt always 
strikes deepest in the heart that shelters it. 


tee 


a Look 


Gordon 


to life. To keep fresh and sweet and smiling then is 
life’s greatest achievement. There is a way to do it; 
but only the one way,—a constantly fresh touch with 
God. These Hebrews are failing in the time test. 
How are you and I standing it? 

And now they fall back into ¢he old rut. Criti- 
cism of this common, loose-tongued sort is always a 
sign of exhaustion; of mental and moral and usually 
bodily weakness. The good things of God fade 
out of mind ; the present distress seems the only 
thing ; the sense of proportion is blurred and lost. 
Here ‘' angel’s food” has become ‘‘ vile bread,” and 
a God who can draw water from flint is openly criti- 
cised. Pretty bad! They repeat their stock criti- 
cism. They have been using this same weak 
‘*I-shall-die ” cry for nearly forty years. And their 
spirit kinsfolk have used it ever since. This is the 
seventh time it is recorded here. When you are dis- 

sed to find fault with the graciously common daily 
Cesinen better pull up with a sharp hard line on 
the bit, and have a look at your liver. Lack of air 
and of sleép and of exercise and plain food is often 
the cause of a lack of sweet temper. Or, take a look 
at the door-sill of your prayer-room to see if it is well- 
worn down. For the cause of the trouble is not up- 
ward nor outward, but inward. 

God’s unacknowledged restraining providence is 
perty withdrawn. he serpents seem to have in- 
ested the whole wilderness (Deut. 8:15). Hitherto 
they had not troubled the Hebrews, or had not trou- 
bled them seriously. This was a bit of God's gracious 
care of which they had not been aware. Had they 
ever thanked God for the serpent bites that they 
hadn’t had all these years? Do we thank him for 
the storms that pass us by? for the sickness that 
doesn’t come? for the death that goes by our door 
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without stopping? for the financial rocks that we 
steered so close to, and yet went safely by ? for the 
smutch of sin that our dear ones escaped, maybe 
more narrowly than we know or think? God seems 
to have simply withdrawn his restraining power, and 
allowed the evil close at hand to have its way. So 
probably comes all evil that comes to men. Our 
daily prayer should be ‘‘ deliver us from evil,” and 
our daily praise should be fervently given that we 
are delivered from great unknown evils. 

The purose in sending the serpents was not pun- 
ishment, but teaching. The real trouble with these 
people was in themselves. Their obstinacy helps us 
to see the rare wisdom of God in this incident. Fif- 
teen times they had rebelled against God either in 
spirit and words, or in open, daring insurrection. 

he first five times God had patiently helped them, 
with once a gentle rebuke ; four times he had been 
moved to destroy them and build up a new nation ; 
three times disease had been allowed to come. Now 
they are nearing the end of their long training, and 
yet this outbreak is as bad as ever. This time God 
uses a method that will be a vivid picture to them of 
the great truth they must learn. They were being 
bitten to a terrible death by their own obstinate, re- 
bellious spirit. Now the serpents come and bite 
their bodies, bringing great suffering, and death. 

In response to their earnest plea for relief they were 
told to make a serpent out of brass, and put it up on 
a pole. The serpent stands for all that is evil and 
detestable. It is universally feared and hated. 
Brass, or as it probably was, copper or bronze, was 
one of the commonest and basest of metals they had, 
if notthe commonest. A serpent fastened up on a 
pole was to all intents a dead serpent. A hated rep- 
tile, made of the cheapest, basest metal they had, 
fastened securely up on a = was the most promi- 
nent object in the camp. he whole thing pictured 
to them Lat egy their hateful, hurtful sin, and 
how it must be dealt with if they were to have life. 
The bad, rebellious spirit that had infected their 
whole life was as a detestable, deadly serpent. They 
had allowed it free range among them. They had 
been badly bitten. The fever had been in their 
blood ever since Egypt, and had brought both suffer- 
ing and death. The only relief was by killing their 
horrid serpent-like sin. And only by a steady, up- 
ward look could they do it. 

see use of this incident helps us to see the heart 
of its meanings; as the Hebrews did not. He was 
lifted up for the race for the same purpose as the 
serpent was lifted up.for:the Hebrews. . Jesus lifted 
be on the cross means death to sin ; ‘‘lifted up out 
of the. earth’.(John 12): 32,.Amer. -Rev., margin) 
he means a new life after the. death tosin. Jesus 
to us means death and then life.. Through his death 
to sin comes to us a life free from sin. Accepting 
Jesus as Saviour means acknowledging :his death as 
a result of sin, the thing that has been dominant in 


_ us ; it means accepting his death in place of our own, 


So we reckon ourselves dead. As he lived again 
after death, so we live ; but our life belongs to him. 
There was life in a look at the serpent: There zs life 
in a look at Jesus. God was training the Hebrew 
to keep his eye turned ever “uJ. A man needs to 
keep his eye steadily fixed on Jesus, both for salva- 
tion and for the control of his life and his service. 
Mapison, N. J. 
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Sometimes the healing of the heart waits for an 
affiicting hand to be laid on the body. 


det 
Remedies—False and True 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


MAGINE a scene in the camp of Israel. Hun- 
dreds of people were dying from the bites of 


poisonous fiery serpents. Great was the distress 


and disorder, though some seemed indifferent to the 
fate of their comrades. Suddenly news came that a 
cure had been found. A brass serpent had been 
raised up in the camp, and God had promised that 
every one who would look at it should be saved. 
But Ba. differently the tidings was received! Some 
were too drowsy to take an interest; others would 
not take the trouble to move within sight; others 
refused to believe that —s at a brass serpent 
would be of any more benefit than feeling of a live 
one. Many ‘ medicine-men,” with their incantations 
and theories, led the people to put confidence in their 
false remedies. be imagine yourself well, said one, 
and you will be healed. Give me money, and I will 
ple for you, said another. Take exercise, said a 
third, and you can throw off the poison. Others 
advised the study of the law, fasting, feeding, self- 
torture, charms, or bathiug in sacred waters. Each 
remedy had some followers, and some who claimed 
to be helped, but any one could see that they were 
not cured. Now and again a man or woman who 
had been looking at the uplifted serpent would come 
joyfully among the sick and tell of his new-found 
life. The cure was evident, and many were per- 
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suaded by his testimony to look and be -saved. .: But 
rhbpe some never heard that a remedy had been 
ound, 

Here is the missionary parable (Rom. 3: 23; Rev. 
12: 9; Ezek. 18 : 4; Isa. 45 : 22; John 3 : 14-16). 

Max Miiller, the great Orientalist, wrote: ‘‘I have 
devoted as much time as any living man to the study 
of the sacred books of the East, and I have found the 
one keynote—the one refrain running through all— 
salvation by works. Let us not shut our eyes to 
what is excellent in these sacred books, but let us 
teach Hindoos, Booddhists, Muhammadans, that 
there is only one book whose gospel can be their 
mainstay in that awful hour when they pass alone 
into the unseen world. It is the sacred book that 
contains that faithful saying that ‘ Jesus Christ 
came. into the world to save sinners.’”’ 

Dr. Jacob Chamberiain tells of -an aged Hindoo 
whom he saw laboriously ag his sacred rites 
under a banyan tree. The man had given up his 
fortune, had traveled on foot to many shrines in 
India, and had lived for years as a hermit in the 
jungles among the wild beasts—all in a vain effort 
to find relief trons his sin, ‘‘ Now,” said he to Dr. 
Chamberlain, ‘‘my life is almost gone, my hair is 
white, my eyes are dim, my body is wasted; I am 
an old man, and yet the burden of sin is just as 
heavy as when I started out in my youth. O sir, 
does your Veda tell how I can get rid of this burden 
and be at peace ?”’ 

How gladly the missionary told him of Jesus the 
great physician and burden-bearer, and how eagerly 
the man listened to the story of him who was lifted 
up and bore the sin of the world! He-:had been long- 
ing for this God-given cure. Why had no one told 
him of it before ? 

Here is the true faith-cure—free to all, young and 
old, rich and poor, high and low, ignorant and learned, 
Jew and Gentile. This is the only remedy that in- 
sures life. What are you doing to make it known? 
The program for Israel is the program for the world, 

Brook Lyn, N. Y. 


t 
The uplift of the world depends on the lifting up 
of the Chris?. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


= us not skip the thirty-eight miserable years 

spent in the wildérness reformatory. The bit- 

ter fruit of faithlessness, cowardice, and rank 
foolishness is generally best buried; but perhaps we 
had better know something about it. So, George, 
you look up the rebellion in the sixteenth chapter; 
Samuel, yours is the incident of Aaron’s rod, in the 
seventeenth; and Frank, see what you can find 
about Miriam, the rock, and Aaron in the twentieth. 
Tell us about these presently. The rest of us will 
take up the lesson. ? 


They utterly destroyed them and their cities (v. 3). 
Dangerous to oppose God’s people—then and now. 
The Canaanites have come into this town many a 
time, with a whoop, to put our Christian merchants 
out of business. Deacon Brown and Elder Smith 
and Brother Jones, and all the rest, are still doing 
business—but where are the Canaanites ? Never let 
the Canaanites scare you, if you are God’s. ‘* Wasn't 
God awfully cruel to wipe out whole peoples ?’’ Hm! 
so you’ve been reading Bob Ingersoll? Do you re- 


member that Golden Calf affair a while back? ' 


Especially that dance. Vile as that ‘‘ play” was, it 
was a Sunday-school picnic to the unwritable ‘‘ play” 
the Canaanite peoples called religion: We don’t half 
realize the awfulness of wickedness. God wiped out 
wickedness with water at the flood—was he cruel ? 
With fire at Sodom and Gomorrah—was he cruel? 
Now he uses cold steel. We hang wicked men every 
day—is it justice or cruelty? Yet these poor fellows 
are angels of light as compared with Canaanites (Job 
21: 30). 


Discouraged because of the way (Vv. 4). 
descendants of Esau show up badly (Num. 20 : 
18-21), and are Pay back later. ebsews doing 
right in not fighting their kin—but were greatly 
discouraged even while doing right. Ever been 
there? Sunday-school superintendents and teach- 
ers, I mean you this time! Have patience, wait, 
and trudge right along! God could make a path 
a wouldn’t grumble over. But he hasn’t. We 
shall always find discouraging things in our way 
through Megs children, neighbors, circum- 
stances, business. eep a stiff upper lip and never 
let on. Be an optimist. As Bert Pond says, ‘ Be- 
tween optimist and pessimist the difference is droll. 
The optimist the doughnut sees, the pessimist the 
hole” (Psa. 5: 3). Never any real reason for dis- 
couragement. Look back and see. Thesé Hebrews 
were really approaching the Promised Land, after all. 


And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses (v. 5). Of course they did, by force of habit. 
lf you have an acquaintance who has a ‘‘ hard luck” 


These 
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story, u- can - eciate the loving: patience. of 
God with this hard luck chorus. « If . ow are fret, 
ting over your bread from heaven, don't be sur- 
prised if God tries a plan to bring you to your senses. 
Greatest complainers have least to complain about. 
Very commonness of God's daily gifts makes them 
cheap to us. Wait until you lose your position, 
Your competitor, steals your trade. Health gone. 
Property gone. Most favored ones complain most, 
Did you ever hear a negro whine? I never did. 
Confirmed invalids mostly’ cheerful—consumptives, 
for example. The complainers, for the most part, 
are those who live on angels’ food, without labor 
(Psa. 78: 24, 25). ‘ 


And Jehovah sent fiery serpents (v. 6). Suppose 
a snake should come at every murmur now! Chester 
County would be shouting for a St. Patrick. No 
miracle. God just withdrew protection, and the 
inhabitants of the wilderness had their way. The 
serpent stands for the enemy of our first parents. If 
God withdrew his protection, what would Satan likely 
do for you ? (Psa. 81: 12; Rom. 1 : 22-32). Do you 
think God ever withdraws his protection nowadays ? 
nap 6: 3; John3: 36; Matt. 12: 31; 1 John2: 1; 

Sa. 53: 12). 


We have sinned, because we have spoken against 
chovah (v. 7). Penalty brings man to his senses. 
hank God that the way of the transgressor is hard! 

If the unsaved sinner is having a hard time of it, 
rejoice. The deeper the misery the better. A deter- 
rent. Godlessness and misery a right combination. 
** All right to talk about the power of love in training 
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a soul, but. one lively fiery serpent could do more in 
bringing an Israelite to terms than forty years of 
heavenly bread.” May you get caught in your first 
sin! our first drink land you in the ‘‘cooler.” 
Your first oath bring you a blow in the mouth. God 
impresses on men the awful evil of sin by its terrible 

unishment. He doesn’t need, to show us hell. 

otice how quickly they repented. A new genera- 
tion. A desert training teaches sense. So they 
come to Moses the intercessor (Heb. 7: 25). Are 
you as smart? Christ is ours. 


Every one that is bitten, when he seeth it, shall 
dive (v. 8). Didn't take away the serpents. Pro- 
vided a cure. Homeopathy! On us is the burden 
of our own healing. gin not out of the world, but 
Christ is given as acure. What would you think of 
a bitten man in camp who would refuse to even look ? 
Or in this class? (John 3: 14, 15). Boys, this is the 
only way you can save your lives (Acts 4: 12). 
When you get on the cars, you may have lots of 
tickets—the blue good-fellow ticket, the yellow away- 
up ticket, the brown good-works ticket—but if you 
don’t have the red ticket, you don’t go until you get 
it. The serpent upon the pole was a foreshadowing 
of Christ upon the cross, and you will note it was the 
serpent, and not the pole, they were to look at. 
What became of this serpent? (2 Kings 18: 4). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Complaining without cause is a sure way toa 
Sufficient cause for complaint. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the dest illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

‘The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts: Do not enclose return postage, 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance, 

9. December 1,—The Death of Samson (Judges 16: 





On-gt) 2 ww ee te e's . - Due Aug. 31 
1o. December 8.—Ruth’s Wise Choice (Ruth 1: 14-22) ‘“ Sept. 7 
21. December 15.—The Boy Samuel (1 Sam. 3: 1-21). ‘* Sept. 14 
12. December 22.—Christmas Lesson (Matt. 2: 1-12). ‘ Sept. az 
13. December 30.—Review (Psa. 98)... ....... “« Sept. 29 
jx. January 5.—The Word Made Flesh (John1z:1-18), “ Oct. 6 
2. January 12.—Jesus and John the Baptist (John1: 

ND ac. aig hb ae ka. 8 8 “« Oct. 13 

One Gospel for Rich and Poor—Golden Text. 
HOSOEVER (Golden Text). The Rev. G. 


Campbell Morgan has said: ‘‘I am bound to 

confess there was a time in my evangelistic 
work when I had an idea that Christ could satisfy the 
man who was down there in the slums, but I was 
always a wee bit afraid if into the inquiry-room there 
came a man of position and culture; and I tell you 
the Lord gave me one of the most wonderfy] illustra- 
tions of the absurdity of my fear that I ever had. .’.. 
There came into the inquiry-room a rag-picker, a 
great, gaunt old man who had grown hoary in the 
service of sin and Satan. ..* There in our inquiry- 
room he knelt, and I knelt by him, and I felt quite at 
home as I spoke to him of the blood that cleanseth 
from all sin. . . . I looked around, and there, kneeling 
next to me, was the mayor of the city, a man about 
as old as the rag-picker, but a man who had all the 
marks of culture and refinement. I happened to 
know that some time before the mayor had sentenced 
the rag-picker to a month’s hard labor; he had got 
out a month ago. There they were, side by side. 
Presently the light that had broken on the rag-picker 
broke on the mayor, and I found that the blood 
needed there was needed here, and I found that the 
life sufficient there was sufficient here. When the 
men rose, the mayor said to the rag-picker, ‘ Well, 
we didn’t meet here last time.’ ‘ No, we. will never 
meet again like we did the last time, praise God!’ 
was the answer.” 


Keeping a Vow to God—vs. 2, 3. 


And Israel vowed,... 1 will... destroy.... 
And they utterly destroyed (vs..2, 3). In 1852, a 
young Hollander, Guido Verbeck, emigrated to 
America, hoping to make his fortune in the land of 
promise. After some months he was taken seriously 
ill. For six weeks he suffered great-pain, and when 
he recovered he was almost a Setnen. His capital 
was exhausted in paying doctors.and nurses. But 
the illness was the turning-poirt -in his life.’ He 
promised God-that if: restored to health, he would 
consecrate his life to service in the mission-field. 
The -vow was kept. When the way opened, he re- 
entered school, and graduated from Auburn Semi- 
nary in 1859,.A few months later he was in Japan, 
beginning the labor which made such a wonderful 





impression on the political, social, and religious de- 
velopment of the Island Kingdom: 


A Complainer’s Eyes Opened—v. 5. 


The people spake against God, and against 
Moses (v. 5). The late Gottfried Daniel Krum- 
macher, pastor of a large and influential congrega 
tion of Elberfeld, in: Prussia, was one of the most 
successful and spiritually-minded preachers of his 
time, sound in faith and doctrine. ne of his parish- 
ioners, who had been ill for some time, thought God 
was dealing very harshly with him. After listening 
for some time to his lamentations, Krummacher cut 
him short, ‘I will pray for you,” he said, ‘‘ Dear 
Heavenly Father, thou knowest how many poor suf- 
ferers are lying. upon miserable beds of straw or 
rags, and have no one to care for them or furnish 
them medicine to mitigate their sufferings, which in 
many instances are of the most distressing kind, 
while I lie on a good comfortable bed, am carefully 
attended by my own kin and treated bya skilful 
pageae, nor do I suffer any notable pain. Thou 

ast had patience with me, a murmuring Jonah, till 
” **Hold on! hold on!” cried the murmurer, 





now— 
excitedly ; ‘‘I promise you, dear pastor, never to 
murmur or complain again.” Are there not among 
our fellow-Christians many who might be profited by 
counting their blessings instead of their trials and 
afflictions ?—/rving H. Childs, Benson, Vt. Trans- 
lated from the German and published in The Sab- 
bath Reading. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration, 


A Beacon in the Desert—v. 8. 


And set it upon a standard (v.8). Far out on the 
desert of Arizona is a lighthouse, erected for life- 
saving, like the towers that rise above the dashing 
waves of the Atlantic coast. Below it is a great 
well,—Cullen’s Well, it is called, two hundred feet 
deep. At the well meet roads, leading from many 
points in the desert. There is no water for fifty-five 
miles to the eastward, nor for thirty-five miles in any 
other direction. Theroad leading from Hassayampa 
Creek to the well is ‘‘ blazed” by the graves of those 
who have died of thirst upon their way. Men have 
died, a dozen or more, within a few miles from the 
point where the life-giving liquid is to be found. Two 
miners expired by the roadside almost within sight of 
their goal, and a prospector’s body was found within 
rifle-shot of the little station. Then it was that John 
Drew, the keeper of the well, in mercy determined 
to establish his lighthouse. Far up on a tall cotton- 
wood pole every night there now swings a lantern, to 
be seen for many miles across the level plain,—a 
light of promise to the traveler, a life-saving beacon 
not marked on the mariners’ charts.— W. EZar/ Bal- 
lew. From article by James H. McClintock,in The 
Youth's Companion. Willi Mr. Ballew please send 
his address to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Limes. 

The Upward Look of the Dying Soldier—v. 9. 


When he looked unto the serpent of brass, he 
lived (v. 9). Mr. Moody frequently told an incident 
that occurred after the battle of Murfreesboro’, when, 
about midnight, he was called to see a man who had 
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sent for him, and whom he found very low, but who 
wanted Mr. Moody to help him to die. ‘I told him 
I would bear him in my arms into the kingdom of 
God if I could, but Icouldn’t. Then I tried to preach 
the gospel. He only shook his head and said, * He 
can’t save me; I have sinned all my life.’ ThenI read 
an interview with a man who was anxious about his 
eternal welfare. AsI read on, his eyes became riveted 
— me, and he seemed to drink in every syllable. 

hen I came to the words, ‘As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life,’ he — 
me and asked, ‘Is that there?’ ‘ Yes,’I said. ‘ Well’ 
he continued, ‘I never knew that was in the Bible. 
Read it again.’ Leaning on his elbow on the side of 
the cot, he brought his hands together tightly, and 


when I had finished he exclaimed, ‘ That’s good! 
Won't you read it again?’ Slowly I repeated the 
passage the third time. When I finished I saw that 


his eyes were closed, and the troubled expression on 
his face had given way to a peaceful smile. His lips 
moved, and t bent over him to catch what he was 
saying, and heard in a faint whisper: ‘As Moses 
lifted up— the serpent— in the wilderness,-— even so 
— must the Son of man be lifted up:— that whoso- 
ever— believeth in him— should not perish,—- but 
have eternal life.’- He opened his eyes and said, 
‘That's enough; don’t read any more.’: Early next 
morning I came again to-his cot, but it was empty. 
The attendant in charge told me that the young man 
had died peacefully, and said that after my visit he 
had rested quietly, repeating to himself now and 
then,‘ Whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.'”"—George C. Henry, Shippens- 
burg, Pa. From the Life of D. L. Moody. 


oo fk 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


ID you read the story of that brave girl who 
D saved a woman in the wreck of the Columbia 
on the California coast? The papers said that 
until she found herself in the water on that awful 
night she could not swim a stroke. She didn’t give 
up to a little difficulty like that, She swam, even 
. though she .hadn’t known how. .And what is more, 
when another womah cavght hér about the neck cry- 
ing. for help, she not.only kept her own head above 
water, but the other woman's, ‘too, until a boat res- 
cued them,—the o/4er woman first. apse 
Suppose that brave girl had become discouraged 
when she found herself in the water? Suppose she 
had become discouraged when the other grabbed her ? 
Swimming was her business just then,—not whining 
with fright. It was no time to lose heart,—which is 
another way of saying to get discouraged. 
Do we lose heart,—get discouraged just when we 
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ought to put every ounce of age Ay we have into 
our duty? Has a Christian any right to get discour- 
aged? You answer, ‘‘ Vo/” ell, how about the 
next time you have to swim, and don’t know how; 
have to go on with the same old grind of unpleasant 
work; have to be scolded unjustly, have to rise up 
again out of some persistent sin that has downed 
you once more,—will you say, ‘‘ No” just as firmly, 
—‘*no, / have no right to be discouraged, since God 
is not giving me up.” 


‘GOD IS WITH US 


Let me write the word Discouragement large on 
the board. (Cover the board with it.) It és large in 
many a life. But I must not stopthere. I cannot 
leave out the great fact in life,—God is with us to 
give us courage and hope and fighting power. The 

sraelites did get disheartened. Do we need to? 
See,—when I want to write these words, God is With 
Us, on that board, there is no room for discourage- 
ment; so I must rub out the useless, weak, and sinful 
word to give place to this great fact in every Chris- 
tian life,—your life, if you will only remember it! 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Having learned to love sin, we do not leave it 
until we learn to loathe it. 


‘edb 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrice! Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs."’) 


* There is life for a look at the cru- Psalm 123: 1-4.) 


cified One."’ (183:1, 2. 268:1, 2.) 
** Jesus, lover of my soul."’ Psalm 34 : 1-5.) 
‘*T need ‘Thee every hour." (46: 1-3. 69: 1-3.) 
™ Sinners, turn ; why will ye die.** Psalm 38 : 1-5. 
** Saviour, when in dust to thee.’’ 52: 1-4. 81: I-4.) 
‘* How shall I follow him I serve?"’ Psalm 57 : 1-6. 
‘In the hour of trial."’ 75: 1-3. 116: 1-3.) 
‘* Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly Psalm 13: 1-6. 

whole."’ (14:1-6 19: 1-5.) 


oe 


‘Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the seléctions of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose Anierican work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- * 


tion, Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 
Monday.—Num. 21:1-9...... . . The brazen:serpent 
Tuesday.—Psa. 78 : 32-42. . i. wee > The heart not right 
Wednesday.—1 Sam. 12: 18-25 ...... . Pray for us! 
Thursday.—2 Kings 18: 1-7 . . . . . The serpent destroyed 
Friday.—1 Cor. 10: 1-12. . ..... . . Foran admonition 


Satufday.—Isa. 45: 20-25 .... 


. . The look of faith 
Sunday.—John 3:1017. ... . 


. . Life by faith 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 

a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 103t Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Thought: God’s Loving Care Through the 
Wildeiness Journey. 


Lesson Story: The Serpent in the Wilderness. 


Lesson Aim: Life Often Depends Upon the Right 
Look. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Did you ever notice what a sharp lookout the en- 
gineer keeps while his train is going? Instead of 
looking at his engine all the time he looks ahead at 
the track, watching for signals or switch-lights, be- 
cause he knows how many lives depend upon what 
he sees. 

So, too, the officers of a big ship walk constantly 
back and forth on the bridge, looking away from the 
ship,— often toward the heavens, where God has 
placed sun, moon, and stars, sure signs to guide 
them across the great ocean. In foggy weather 
extra lookouts are placed on all sides, because the 
lives of the passengers depend upon what they see. 
When near the shore they look at the lighthouse sig- 
nals which mark.the way. Even on the crowded 
city streets each driver must look out for other wagons 
and carriages that he may guide his own carefully. 

One dark winter day, going home three miles from 
the country school, Robert and his little sister lost 
their way because of a snow-storm, which turned 


into a blizzard. As the wind blew colder and the 
snow fell faster, it kept growing darker, until the 
children were so cold they could scarcely move. 
Robert tried to be brave, although little sister was 
crying, and he knew they were lost. When sister 
said she couldn't go any farther, Robert really thought 
they must sink down in the deep snow and freeze, 
but just then he spied a dim light, and said, ‘Sister, 
if we keep looking at that light, and go toward it, we 
will soon be safe in somebody’s house.’”” It was hard 
to keep their eyes open in that blinding storm, but 
they knew their lives depended upon looking steadily 
at the light. It guided them to their owr mother’s 
kitchen. She had set the light in the window when 
the storm came on, hopin they would see it. 

God often wishes his children to look away from 
themselves that they may understand what he has 
planned for their safety. He had to teach this lesson 
to the children of Israel. 


REVIEW AND INTERVENING. 


Nearly forty years had passed. since they turned 
back into the wilderness because of the report of the 
spies. (Recail.those incidents.) They camped in 
several places ; .sometimes they wanted water or 
food, but God always sent it, any of the older peo- 
ple had died, and their children had grown to be men 
and women, so Moses sometimes reviewed God’s 
laws or commandments to help them remember. 
When the people became discouraged and com- 
plained, Moses prayed to God, who heard and an- 
sweted his prayer... By and. by his sister Miriam 
died, and afterwards his brother Aaron, and Moses 
had grown to be a very old man.. ; Toward the end of 
the forty years which God had said they must spend 
in the wilderness they turned once again toward the 
Promised Land. Moses sent messengers to ask the 
king of Edom to let them go the shortest way through 
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his land, but he refused eg 20 : 14-21), sothey had 
to turn back again to go the longest way round. 


LEsson. 


Soon after this King Arad heard that Israel was 
eoming near his country, so he fought against them, 
and took some prisoners, but God helped Israel to 
defeat him. Over and over, in so many ways, God 
had shown his loving care, yet the people e so 
discouraged because of the long way that they com- 
giemepe again against God and Moses. (Read v. 5.) 

hey came to a place in the sandy desert where there 
were many poisonous serpents, which bit the people, 
so that many died. The people felt that it was a 
paulchenees, so they came to Moses, saying, ‘‘ We 

ave sinned—pray for us.”. Moses prayed, and God 
told him what to do. (Complete the story, and 
sketch the = and nt, writing above the simple 
remedy, ‘* Look and Live.’’ The picture-roll de 
emphasizes this.) Those who believed, looked and 
—lived. Soon afterward they journeyed on toward 
the Promised Land, and carried the brazen serpent 
with them. They kept it for hundreds 
of years on 18: ona 4 a 
estroye use people worshi 
por s Liye. it. Long afterwards, when Jesus was 
talking to Micodemus one night, he 
said, ‘‘As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (Sug- 
gest his death on the cross to save the 
mo 3 from their sins.) Life ever- 
sting is promised to all who believe. 
Sometimes we sing about it : 
‘** I’ve a message from the Lord, hallelujah 1 
A message that I bring to you ; 
Tis recorded in his Word ; hallelujah ! 
Jesus said it, and I know ’tis true. 
Look and live, my brother, live ; 
Look to Jesus now and live,’’ etc. 
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This has been the first week of the school year for 
inany of you. If ever you feel discouraged about 
your work repeat this helpful motto : 

** Look up, and not down ; 
Look out, and not in ; 
Look forward, and not back ; 
And lend a hand:” 


(Christian, looking toward the wicket gate, in ‘ Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” may be used as another illustra- 


_ tion.) _ 


Peoria, Int. 
me % 


You cannot master your miseries by murmuring 
over them. 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


N TEACHING the larger group of boys under 
the mess-tent at camp, I have had less opportu- 
nity to bring out the boys’ own thoughts on the 

lesson; this is a distinct loss. After some time even 
the larger group would become responsive; but at 
the beginning the work has had to be done largely by 
the teacher. 

I rehearsed the essential facts concerning the spies 
and their two reports; the wrath of G over the 
actions of the Israelites; Moses’ prayer of interces- 
sion ; God’s answer,—that the Israelites should 
wander forty years in the wilderness, and that those 
who were over twenty years of age should not enter 
the Promised Land, but should die on the march; 
the sins of the presumptuous priests, and their death 
when the earth swallowed them up. And I said,‘ If 
you fellows want interesting reading, just take your 
Bibles and read all these intervening events in the 
life of the Israelitish nation.” 

We have read so often about the murmurings of 
the people against God and against Moses that it 
seems quite natural to find them at it again. So we 
read over the nine verses of our lesson aloud in order 
to get the whole picture before us at once. Looking 
out over the fields and into the woods, we pictured 
the hosts of people on the march and in the camp; 
and then we saw the havoc that was wrought when 
writhing, hissing Snakes appeared, first over there in 
the fields, then down there in the hollow, until the 
people were filled witn terror. Then the confession 
of sin, the prayer of Moses for the people, and a 
great brass serpent lifted high upon a pole, where it 
could be seen from different parts of the-camp. 

Just think! A look at the brass serpent and a 
snake-bitten man would be cured. I’ve often won- 
dered whether anybody was foolish enough to say, 
‘I’m not going to look. I don’t see how that will 
cure a snake-bite, so I'll not take the trouble to look. 
I’ve been bitten all right, and I suppose I'll die as 
all the others have. Just looking at the brass snake 
won't do any good.” Do you suppose anybody was 


foolish enough to say that ? 
Here I asked a boy to read John 3: 14, 15. 


Then 

















LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (Num. ar: 


I-9) 


those who remembered this passage repeated it with 
me, then again and again, until everybody present 
was able to repeat it clearly and distinctly without 
faltering. 

Now, fellows, it’s all very interesting to read about 
the fiery snakes and the brazen serpent, and the cure 
of the snake-bitten Israelites; but somehow just that 
part of the story doesn’t seem to have much to do 
with my life. ow, though, we see something that 
comes right home tous. Youand I have been stung 
by'sin. Yes, we've had a poisonous sting, and the 
poison is in our lives. It’s a deadly poison, too; it 
will kill as sure as we fail to get a cure for it. Every 
fellow here has the poison in him. What’s the cure ? 
‘‘ There is life for a look at the crucified one, there is 
life at this moment for me.” That’sit. Lifted high 
up on the cross, in sight of all who’ve been poisoned 
by sin, ‘‘ that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” 
me. Perhaps some of the fellows here never settled 
the question before; perhaps you’ve thought that 
somehow this poison of sin would work out of your 
lives after awhile. But the cure is told about right 
there in John 3: 14,15. Shall we look in faith to-day 
at Christ on the cross, and accept him as the cure for 
our sin-stricken lives ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


<> 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ENTION the long sojourn of the Israelites in 
Kadesh, and the few events recorded during 
that period, only to point out that in this desert 

life the tribes were consolidated into a people able to 
make war, and to win the promised land. ‘The 
generation that came out of Egypt was gradually re- 
placed by a hardier one, much better organized, with 
higher conceptions of Jehovah and his law. Read 
the poetic description of that experience (Deut. 32: 
9-12). Read Numbers 20: 14 to 21: 9, leaving out verses 
1-3, which have no direct connection with the lesson. 
Concentrate the attention of your pupils on the story 
of the brazen serpent, which illustrates the experi- 
ence both of nations and ot men when they have for 
the time lost faith in God. ‘The steps by which the 
Israelites came through it are these : 

Discontent. This is apt to be greatest at the ex- 
tremes of wealth and want. The very rich are 
tempted to believe that they do not need God, and 
the very poor that God does not need them and has 
forgotten them (Prov. 30:9). The Israelites were 
not without evidence that Jehovah remembered them. 
The place of their early defeat (Num. 14: 25) had at 
last become the scene of a great victory (21: 3). But 
it did not gain for them what they sought. A kindred 
tribe refused to let them pass through its borders into 
the promised land, and they seemed doomed to stay 
in the wilderness in utter poverty. They made the 
worst instead of the best of it. Their reliance was 
on Jehovah and on Moses, but they séured on the 
place they were in, the food they ate and the water 
they drank. They held Jehovah and Moses responsi- 
ble for all (Comp. Deut. 8 : 14-16 with Num. 21: 5). 

Show that when persons become contented with 
what they are and discontented with what they have, 
they are most unhappy, as the Israelites were, and it 
is most difficult to help, them. Nor is there much 
hope that ox! will help themselves. 

Disaster. The region where the Israelites were 
was and is infested’ by poisionous snakes, which bit 
many of them. Jehovah sent them manna and they 
denounced him for doing it. ‘Then he sent the ser- 
pents. Show why these were a greater blessing than 
the bread. This disaster recalled the people to their 
real condition. The pain which moves one, when he 
has put his hand into the fire, to withdraw it instantly, 
is the greatest blessing he could have at that moment. 

Repentance. The people had demanded from 
Moses bread and water. They got both, and kept on 
blaming him. When, in the midst of dying men, with 
= sas snakes crawling among them, they asked 

oses to pray that they might be saved from punish- 
ment, a new fellow-feeling sprang up between him 
and them. Their disaster was turning their attention 
away from what they had, which they loathed (v. 5), 
to what they were (v. 7). There was the first sign of 
returning health. Show that there is no hope of re- 
forming men till they begin to see something in them- 
selves that needs to be reformed. 

Deliverance (vs. 8, 9). Their looking unto the 
symbol on the pole was their confession of their sin, 
and of their turning to Jehovah in trust that he would 
save them. The serpents probably disappeared after 
the complaints of the people had ceased, and they had 
sought to come into agreement with God. Show that 
health of body returns to diseased men with restored 
health of mind and spirit. 

Superstition. This is one supplement of this lesson. 
The serpent of brass was made to turn the atten- 
tion of the people to Jehovah as their Deliverer. It 
came to be regarded as having in itself magic power 
to heal and was worshiped as an idol (2 Kings 18 : 4). 
The tendency to ascribe to some inanimate thing or 


That means you and . 
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to some human being power to accomplish the spir- 
itual renewing which can come only through personal 
relations between the soul and God is always a ten- 
dency downwards. 

The other supplement to the lesson is found in the 
use which Jesus Christ made of the brazen serpent as 
an illustration of himself lifted up on the cross (John 
3: 14,15). To look unto him is to come into fellow- 
feeling with the purpose he manifested in dying on 
the cross. ‘The sense of union with the Son of Man, 
the passionate love of holiness, the new life of faith, 
are made possible and actual through his sacrifice. 
We may not be able to explain how, but we have the 
experience. To look unto him with repentance for 
sin is to find within ourselves all righteous and holy 
possibilities stirring into new life (Rom. 6: 11). 

Boston. 

~ 


Consciousness of sin may be half of the cure, but it 
ts never more, 





Lf you are just starting asa teacher, and are search- 
ing for definite suggestions as to how to go about it at 
the very beginning, you cannot do better than to send a 
two-cent stamp to The Sunday School Times Company 
for Philip E. Howard’s six-page folder, entitled ** A 
Word at the Start.”’ 











The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


From Kadesh to Moab 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Num. 20 to 24). 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 

These chapters of Numbers bring before the alert- 
minded reader six distinct themes: the long stay at 
Kadesh and its significance; the refusal of Edom to 
give Israel a. right of way and the consequently 
lengthened march, southward then eastward, and then 
far northward to Pisgah, ‘‘ which looketh down upon 
meri ”. the death of Aaron; the rebellions at 

eribah and on the march; the short warfare with 
Sihon and Og; and the attempt of Balak through 
Balaam to injure Israel. The lesson pesper refers 
only to the victory over. the Canaanitish King of Arad 
at Hormah, and to the march toward the Gulf of 
Akaba, during which the people rebelled again over 
their food, were bitten by serpents, and were healed 
when they looked at the serpent of brass. 

It is worth while to give attention to the stay at 
Kadesh. There is no indication that they remained 
there during the generation of waiting. It is more 
likely that it served as a sort of headquarters. Its 
exact location has been a matter of much controversy, 
but was practically settled by Dr. Henry Clay Trum- 
bull, whose work ‘‘ Kadesh-barnea” is the recognized 
authority on the subject (see pages 411, 412, in last 
week’s issue of The Sunday School Times), It is to- 
day a fertile oasis, well watered, a favorite resort of 
the tribes of the desert, and called 'Ayn Qadees, which 
means Holy Fountain. ‘To Kadesh as a center the 
people may have come at stated intervals: the rest 
of the time they doubtless roamed over the extensive 
eastern desert. But even this occasional touch with 
headquarters kept alive and active the process of de- 
velopment begun by Moses. When the period of wait- 
ing was over a very different body of people followed 
their great leader from that multitude which had 
come with him out of Egypt. They were rude and 
ignorant still, but sturdier and more self-reliant. 

The refusal of the King of Edom to permit them to 
take a short and easy way through his country so as 
to get over to the region east of the Jordan was not 
unnatural, but it entailed much hardship on the 
moving host. It forced the people to make a long 
detour, going far to the south, then eastward and 
then to the north, multiplying the length of the march 
many times. We may well suppose that Joshua was 
for forcing a passage, but the aged leader determined 
> take the longer way and avoid unnecessary con- 

ict. 

The only recorded incidents of this journey were 
the death and burial of Aaron; the brush with the 
Canaanites, avenged thoroughly later on; the Israel- 
ites’ rebellion, its speedy punishment, and the means 
of deliverance provided. 

Israel was not so tender regarding Sihon, the 
Amoritish king, himself an invader of Moab’s land. 
When he refused a peaceful passage, and offered 
battle, he was defeated and his country annexed. A 
similar fate came to Og, king of Bashan, and his 
country, for a similar reason. 

The episode of Balak, king of Moab, and Balaam 
the seer of Pethor, for whom he sent in order that he 
might cast a spell over Israel, but whom he heard in- 
stead pronounce in his ecstasy blessings of increasing 
importance upon the dreaded enemy, is one of the most 
fascinating tales of Scripture. The moral is that God 
transformed all dangers that threatened his people 
into potential blessings. 
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II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


With regard to Balaam and his prophesying, no 
advances in interpretation have been made on Bishop 
Butler and Maurice in their famous sermons on 
Balaam. Regarding Kadesh see the Hastings Diction- 
ary (II. 831). On the incidents in general see Wade's 
‘*Old Testament History” (120%129), or McFadyen's 
‘* Messages" (72-75). 


III. SuGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to be suggest- 
ive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treatments 
rather than one unvarying method.] 

The section which we study is replete with data of 
historical interest. The lesson proper directs atten- 
tion to one single episode, notable because of the 
illustrative use made of the raising of the brazen ser- 
pent by our Lord. The thought seems to center 
around the idea of mutual, co-operative dealing be- 
tween God and man, and between man and man. 

The stay at Kadesh. What was the real purpose 
of this delay of many years: punishment, or training ? 
What good effect should it have had upon the people 
as a whole? 

The Churlish Refusal of Edom. Why should 
Moses ‘‘turn away” from Edom and go around the 
country, but give instant battle to the Amorites? Did 
Israel and Edom ever cultivate friendly relations ? 

Complaints on the March. Was there anything 
abnormal about this experience ? 

The Brazen Serpent. Why should God have made 
any condition in regard to the healing ? Does sucha 
bargain belittle him ? 

Dealings with Sthon and Og. What two excellent 
reasons for smiting them good and hard ? 

Balaam'’s Blessings. Note how these increased in 
value (23: 9, 10, 22, 24; 24: 5-7, 17-19), with each re- 
petition ? 

Israel's Weakness. What was the invariable ex- 
planation of Israel’s failure and of her success ? 


Boston, 
.4 


When you make a bargain with the Most High, 
you had better watch your own bookkeeping. 











How Bessie Saved Aunt Anne 
By Uncle Jack 
ESSIE clapped her hands when she first saw the 


ocean. It was such fun to see the foaming 

breakers chase up the sand, one after the other. 
And she was not happy till mama had taken off her 
shoes and stockings, and she was with the other 
children on the beach, 

But when Aunt Anne took her by the hand, and 
tried to lead her down to where the water would just 
cover her feet before sliding back down the slope, 
she did not want to go. And once, when the water 
barely touched her little pink soles, she screamed. 

‘*Aunt Anne! Aunt Anne!” she said, ‘ help me, 
or I'll drown!” 

Then Aunt Anne took her up on the sand, far 
above the reach of a single drop of water. There she 
left her playing with her shovel and pail, digging 
holes, and covering her feet with the clean sand. 

After a while Bessie missed her Aunt Anne. She 
looked about, but could not discover her. Where 
was she? Perhaps she had been carried off by the 
waves! 

With a gasp, she looked again. And how relieved 
she was when she saw her, not twenty feet away, 
standing with her back to the water. 

But as she looked, her little heart almost stood 
still for fear. There was a wave coming straight 
toward her dear Aunt Anne! And she did not see. 
Closer and closer it came. Oh, it would drown her! 

‘*Aunt Anne! Aunt Anne!” she called. 

But Aunt Anne was talking, and she did not hear. 
There was only one thing todo. She must save her. 
She feared the water, but she loved Aunt Anne. So, 
dropping her pail, she ran down the beach, and did 
not pause till she reached the other side of Aunt 
Anne. Then she tried to push her out of danger. 
But she was too late! The water, creeping higher 
up the sand, covered first her own little feet and then 
Aunt Anne's. 

‘*Oh, Aunt Anne! You're drowning, and I tried 
so hard to save you!” she cried. 

Then Aunt Anne, scrambling to a dry place on the 
beach, caught her up in her arms and said: 

‘Oh, you dear little darling! Aunt Anne is safe.” 

And Bessie, from the sheltering arms, could only 
sob out: - 

‘Oh, take me away from this mighty o-shun,— 
please, Aunt Anne!” 
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With the words “ Rally 
Day” lithographed on 
one side of the book- 
mark; and with a re- 
production of the great 
Liberty Bell which rang 
out the Declaration of 
Independence July 4th, 





1776. On the reverse 
side is a beautiful Rally 


Day motto. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


INDISPENSABLE HELPS FOR OBSERVING RALLY DAY 


A New and Beautiful Celluloid United States Shield 


IN RED, WHITE AND BLUE 


This souvenir can be 
used to excellent ad- 
vantage as a bookmark. 
It is one that will be 
highly appreciated and 
treasured by both old 
and young, being en- 
tirely new and original. 





Price, 4 cents each; 
4o cents a dozen; or 
$3.00 a hundred, post- 
paid. 


Actual Size 





Celluloid Rally 
Day Bangle 


ment by its short 
double point. 
Price, 15 cents a dozen; or 
$1.00a 


Ap ipprperiate for Primary 
Junior Departments. 





Hoffman’s 
Head of Christ 


Can be attached to any gar- 


| 


undred, postpaid. | 


A Beautiful 
Celluloid 
Rally Day 
Button 

IN COLORS 


Price, 20 cents a dozen ; or 
$1.50 a hundred, 








postpaid. 





Illustrated Rally Day Invitation Post Cards 


For the use of Superintendents or Teachers. 


Designed to help in increasing the attendance. 


To be sent previous to Rally Day to the members of every class and department, including the 
Cradle Roll and Home Departments, and especially to those who have not yet returned to the school or 


to those who have been irregular in attendance. 


Space is provided for filling in the date of Rally Day, and for the signature of the Superintendent of 


any of the various departments, or of the Teacher. 


ORDER BY FORM AND LETTER 
POST CARD, with the reproduction of the United States Shield, in colors, containing a 


Printed Invitation, but without the name of Teacher or Superintendent, so that either 


FORM A. 

could sign this card. 
FORM B. POST 

rinted matter whatever, so that 
FORM C. LAIN C 


tion in the school or by messen 
Shield, in colors; comtaining the 


ARD, with the reproduction of the United States Shield, in colors. 


Without any 


ou can have your own invitation printed on this form. 
ARD, same size as FORMS A and B, but not in Post Card F 

er service. 
inte Invitation ; but without the printed name of Teacher 


Form. For distribu- 
With the reproduction of the United States 


or Superintendent, so that either could sign this card, 


Price of either Forms A, B 
Send Five Conte fo for a Complete 
before ordering, pene hey a 
Philadelphia, bf ty yang Building. 
New York, abe 
Berkeley, Ca oan =e Ave. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 





, or C, 50 cents A, hundred ; $2.25 for soo; or $4.00 a 1,000, postpaid. 


ple Set of these supplies tos eetaaeye 

fist of Conquest and U. S. F 

Chicago. a ; Michigan / Avenue. 
St. Louis, 1516 Locust St. 
Nashville, Tenn., 150 4th Ave., N. 








Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, August 24, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies ional will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


To Canadian Subscribers 








Five or more copies of The Sunday School | 
Times, either to se, «ate addresses or in a pack- | 


age to ane address, will be sent at the rate of 
$1.0co each per year. Thisrate includes postage. 

One copy of The Sunday School Times, or 
any number less than five, will be sent to sepa- 


rate addresses at $1.50 each per year. ‘This 
rate includes postage. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any © of the 


countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 14 Pater- 
noster Square, London, E. C. -» will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. Mr. Downie can also supply 
publications of The Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
2031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


the other | 





RALLY flsic. 


of the most attractive ay is abundant! 
in our new book entitle 


Bible School H Scoal 


‘To allow you to test this book, we supply your 
Music for Rally Day Free. "Samples and full 
explanation of this offer mailed to superintendents 
or oe on dn ee 
LLAR-MEREDIT co., 
150 rite Avenue, et ey St., 
ica: 





York. 














Rally Day, Harvest Home and Thanks- 
giving Music for the Sunday-School. 


Harvest Treasures 


A new Sunday-school Service by Adam Geibel, W. A. 
Post, and others. 5 cents per copy, postpaid. $4.00 
per. hundred, not prepaid, 

This service, including “ Fields White Unto Har- 
vest’ and ‘‘ Autumn Leaves,”’ sent for ro cents. 


Adam Geibel Music Co., }42¢Arch St. 


Rally Day Services S¢n4,Ten Cents 
THE YEAR’S JUBILEE 


and two others, for Rally, Harvest, Missionary and 











Anniversary days. Complete in every bomen 55¢. 
the dozen, postpaid, $4.25 the hundred, 320 Are 
Phila.: 1018 0 Arch St. 


lew Yor 6 Fifth Ave. 


| HALL- MACK C0. }Semvere; 5 ‘Dearborn St. St. 
LOANED FREE. _ 


2-page pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Son 
or Cam peo . and Evangelistic Services. 


BIGLO N CO., New York or Chicago. 





$38 a a Week Salary 
for 1,000 Men 


Liberal salaries and commissions, according to 
ability, for men and women who will solicit sub- 
scriptions for a high-class popular magazine. Big 
returns assured for whole or part-time work. 
Write at once to Office Number 41, THE CIRCLE, 
Funk & Wagnalls Company, New York. 























You have something to sell that somebody 

else would want to buy if he knew of it. 

isn’t the Times’ Classified Advertising De- 
partment the connecting-link ? 


jon Rally Day. 








AUGUST 24, 1907 





More Hints and Helps 














An dioctomemae: from Bethany Church 





What of the Offering? 


Of course there will be a special offering 


Let it be made for Inter- 
national Sunday-school work, for the country 
work, for the denominational Sunday-school 
board, for foreign missions, for missions in 
destitute regions of our own land, or for any 
one of a score of similar causes outside of 
the school’s own treasury. If it seems un- 
wise to devote the entire offering to outside 
work, let .as large a proportion as possible 
be sent front home. Some schools use in- 
dividual mite boxes in collecting the offering. 
Members of an Arkansas school last year 
deposited gifts in a large pumpkin on the 
platform. Other unusual methods will 
readily suggest themselves to committees in 
charge. Perhaps the'readin ng of 2 Kings 12: 
9-¥6 may suggest a method both scriptural 
and attractive. « 


Seven Days of Rallying 


Rally Day has been found so helpful and 
inspiring by many schools that the annual 
day for renewing fellowship and consecration 
has become a full week. Weekday evenings 
are given to the different church societies, 
and when Sunday comes all are ready for the 
crowning services. 

Here is a suggestive program for Rally 
Week as carried out in October, 1906, at the 
First Baptist Church, Glenwood, Iowa : 


WEDNESDAY. 
jo P. M.— Rally for Business and Annual 

Roll Call. 

Not slothful in business ; fervent in spirit ; serving 

the Lord (Rom. 22 : 11). 

Please try to be present to respond when your 
name is called. 

If unable to attend, write a Scripture selection 
or a message on the enclosed card and 
mail to our pastor. 


THURSDAY 
7.30 P. M.—Rally for Christian Fellowship. 
Eat thy bread with joy (Eccl. 9: 7). 


Reports of committees and departments. 

Refreshments. 

Greetings to our pastor and his wife. 
Come and bring your friends. 





FRIDAY. 
7.30 P. M.—B. Y. P. U. Reunion. 
Let those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice (Psa. 5: 11), 
A good timé for young and old. Program, re- 
freshments, plans for the coming year. 
SUNDAY. 
Rally for Worship and Praise. 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together 
Heb. 10: 25). 
10.30 A. M.—Sermon: ‘‘ What Doest Thou 
Here ?"’ 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

12 M.—Rally of the Bible School. 
Special program, music, and recitations by mem- 
bers of the school. Do not fail to be present. 

3 P. M.—Rally of the Junior Union. 

6.30 P. M—Rally of the B. Y. P: U. 

7.30 P. M.—Sermon : ‘‘ Royal Youth, and the 
Days of Good Cheer."’ 





MONDAY 

4 P. M.—Primary Department Social. 

And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and 
girls playing in the streets thereof (Zech. 8: 5). 
Games and good cheer for the little folks. 

7 P. M.—Junior Jollification. 

He hath bl d thy child (Psa. 147 : 13). 
A good time at the parsonage. 
TUESDAY. 

3 P. M.—Rally of the Pink-Toe Brigade. 

Their angels do always behold the face of my Father 

who is in heaven (Matt. 18: ro). 

Babies of “‘ Cradle Roll ” age will bring their moth- 
ers to the parsonage. A souvenir for each. If 
stormy, postponed to Wednesday. 

7.30 P. M.—Woman's Mission Circle. 


The women that pablieh the tidings are a great 
host. (Psa..68 : 12). 








The Rally Week ‘of the Hemenway Bible 
School, Evanston, Illinois, in 1906, included 
a special all-day work on Thursday of an un- 
expected character. The program of the 
week’s activities will repay study. 


MONDAY EVENING, 
Business and Literary Meeting Rally. 
. Song and Prayer Service. 
. Business Session. 
. Echoes of Summer Vacation. 
Who should be especially invited to our 
Rally Day Services ? 
. General Discussion. 
Benediction. 


99 90 9053 
RSS 


rr 
$8 


TUESDAY EVENING. 
Song and Prayer Service. 
Dangers to Avoid in Rally Day. 
Advantages Afforded in Rally Day. 
‘Solo, selected. 
General Discussion. 
Refreshments. 


Motto: Beware of calmness in any form. 
This life means action. 


7-45- 
8.00. 
8.15. 
8.35. 
8.40. 
9.00. 





WEDNESDAY EVENING, 
Song and Prayer Service. 
The Teacher and the Book. 
‘The Teacher and the Pupil. 
‘The Teacher and His God. 
9.00. Male Quartet. 
g.05. Consecration and Benediction. 
** But my God shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by esus Christ” (Phil. 4: 19). 


7-45+ 
8.00. 
8.15. 
8. 40. 





"THURSDAY. 
Visitation and Invitation Rally 

We suggest that our teachers and workers 
visit absentees and newcomers, inviting them 
to attend our Bible School and Church, and 
especially to be present at our special Rally 
Day services on Sunday morning at 9.30 sharp, 
September 23. We want 450 present. 

Read Luke 14 : 23. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 
All Departments Rally, 


7.45. Social Rally. 

8.00. Solo, selected. 

8.10. Home Department: Its Aim and Report. 

8.20. Men's Bible Class: Its Aim and Report. 

8.25. Women's Bible Class: Its Aim and Re- 
port. 

8.30. Cradle Roll: Its Aim and Report. 

8.35. Primary Department: Its Aim and Re- 


port. 

















LESSON FOR SEPT. 8 (Num. 21 : 1-9) 
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For Rally Day Committees 








8.40. Intermediate Department: Its Aim and 
Report. 
8.50. Refreshments, served by the Woman's 


Bible Class. 
o For we are laborers together with God ; 
Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s ‘building.” 
(x Cor. 3: 9-) 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 
Cradle Roll and Primary Department Ral'y. 
Mothers are especially asked to come with 
their children. 
2.30. Reception and Games. 
3-00. Speech, by one of the primary eae 
3-10 Address to the Mothers. 
3-20. Something Good to Eat. 
4-30. Processional March and Disband. 





The program for the week as sent out by 
the Presbyterian Church of Aurora, Illinois, 
was prefaced by these words: “Tt is the 
desire of the Rally Day Committee and the 
officers of the Sunday-school to make this a 
week in which we Shall all have an oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted, interest others 
in the Sunday-school, and have a good time. 
If at the close of this week you say you have 
not had a good time with the church family, 
it will be your own fault.’? Then followed 
this enticing program : 


MON DAY.— Primary menepeany 12 o'clock. 
Cradle Roll 
‘TUESDAY. —Church Social, 
8 o'clock P. M., church parlors. 
WEPNESDAY.—Boys' Brigade Rally, 
7.30 o'clock, in armory. 
Young People's Rally, 
Hayrack ride to Oswego, 
Leave Church at 7.30. 
THURSDAY.—Rally Prayer-meeting, 
7-30, in Sunday-school room. 
FRIDAY.— Intermediate and Junior Rally, 
7.30, lower auditorium. 
SUNDAY.—Rally Church Service, 10.30. 
Rally Sunday- a a he 00. 
Rally Junior C. E, 
Rally Christian * tA eel 6.00. 





-Reports come ftom these churches that 
the week of effort was well worth while. 
Not only the Sunday-school, but every’ de- 
partment of church activity, was richly bene- 
fited, 


“ 


In a Small School in Canada 


Sometimes the complaint is heard, ‘* Wee 


can’t expect to do anything—our school is 
too small.’’ But frequently some ‘of the 
very best work on anniversary days, as well 
as on ordinary days, is done by the small 
schools. At Berlin, Ontario, there is a 
school whose average attendance is seventy, 
which had a program of unusual excellence 
on a recent Rally Day occasion. Miss Julia 
H. Marshall has written about it to The 
Sunday School Times : 

We have attempted a system of grading in 
our school, and each class is expected to 
know certain Bible truths. So we deter- 
mined to make Rally Day a stimulus to this 
work. Accordingly it was announced some 
weeks previous fhat each class was to choose 
one of their number to speak for them on 
Rally Day (or, as we termed it, Bible Day). 
The one chosen was to say only such things 
as the whole class could say. ‘This aroused 
a great deal of enthusiasm, as no class 
wished to be outdone by the others. 

Out of the sixteen babies on our Cradle 
Roll we had thirteen present. 

Then followed the Scripture recitations by 
the classes. 

The hour for morning worship was also 
given over to the spirit of Rally Day, and 
during this session these three seven-minute 
addresses were given : 

1. ‘* The Bible in the Home,’’ in which 
parents were urged to have family worship 
and teach the Bible to their children. 

2. ‘** The Bible for Ourselves,’’ an illus- 
trated practical appeal to the children on 
the gift of God, eternal life 

3- The Bible for Other Lands,’’ an earnest 
appeal to give the Bible to the heathen na- 
tions. This was followed up by the singing 
of, ‘* There’s 2 call comes ringing o’er the 
restless wave. 

One Par of the day, not to be forgotten, 
was the offering for the International Sun- 


day-school work. This small Sunday-school 
raised $16.60. 
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* A Canadian 


Invitation 














“RALLY DAY 

DUNDAS CENTRE BIBLE SCHOOL 

SEPTEMBER THIRTIETH 
Be Like The Bee—On Hand. 


% 


Send Us Your Programs ! 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times 
report that they have received help in arrang- 


method pages. The Editor of The Sunday 
School ‘Times is glad to own his indebted- 


work ; without these these pages could not be 
made so helpful. 
the best and most suggestive plans from many 
schools. may’ be -presented to our readers, the 
request is made that a copy of the program 
used for Rally Day in every school where the 
Times is taken be sent to 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia. Any explanatory words will 
be appreciated. 


any time. 








What’s the Use 


To Pour in Coffee when it Acts as 
a Vicious Enemy 


Fasters have gone without food for 
many days at a time, but no one can go | 
without sleep. ‘‘ For a long time I have 
not been sleeping well, often lying awake | 
for two or three hours" during the night, | 
but now I yt sound every night, and 
wake up refreshed and vigorous,” says a 
California woman. 

‘*Do you know why? It’s because I | 
used to drink coffee, but I finally cut it | 
out and began using Postum. Twice | 
since then I have drank coffee, and both 
times I passed a sleepless night, and so 
I am doubly convinced coffee caused the 
trouble, and Postum removed it. 

‘* My brother was in the habit of sitet | 
‘ing coffee three times a day. He was 
troubled with sour stomach, and I would 
often notice him getting soda from the 
can to relieve the distressin his stomach; 


dose of soda for relief. 

‘* Finally he tried a cup of Postum, and 
liked it so well he gave up coffee, and 
since then has been drinking Postum in 
its place, and says he has not once been 
troubled with sour stomach.” 

Even after this lady’s experience with 
coffee her brother did not suspect for a 
time that coffee was causing his sour 
stomach, but easily proved it. 

Coffee is not suspected in thousands 
of cases just like this, but it’s easily 
proved. A ten days’ trial works wonders. 

‘There's a Reason.’ 

Read the famous little book, 
Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


‘“‘The 








ing programs for special days from these | 


ness to workers who are continually sending | 
him printed. matter and descriptions of their | 


In order that, next year, | 


This invitation applies not | 
merely to Rally Day material, but to all | 
special programs and printed matter used at 


lately hardly a day passed without a | 


Ask Marion Lawrance 





school a good showing for Rally Day attend- 
ance ? Should it be larger? 

Yes, it is a good attendance for the average 
school. With some schools—and, indeed, 
with many of them—it is impossible to secure 
an attendance of one hundred per cent. 
Conditions are so different in various parts 
of the country that what would be possible 
with one school would not be with another. 
If some such provision were made in count- 
ing the attendance as to excuse those who 
were out of the city or really too sick to 
come, it would make a difference in the 
showing, though we are not sure that this is 
a wise thing to do, If, however, it were 
done, the report would show the number 
present or accounted for. The difficulty 
with this, however, is that there will be a 
disposition, perhaps, on the part of some to 
be absent for too slight a reason, A good 
way to work up the attendance on Rally 
Day or any other day is to create, if possible, 
a little friendly rivalry between the depart- 
ments as to their showing; or, better still, 
let each department compete with its pre- 
vious records. 





KANSAS.—What would you suggest for the 
organization of a mixed young people’s 
class, ranging in age from 18 a to perhaps 
24 vears. ‘The class now has fifty young people 
on the roll, and we have our own class-room: 
We feel the need of organization, and some- 
thing definite to do.—C. M. G, 

The International Sunday School Associa- 
tion now has a leaflet which will answer 
your question very fully. Write to Mr. W. 
C. Pearce, Adult Department Superintend- 
ent, Hartford Building, Chicago, and ask 
him for the circulak giving plans for organ- 
izing Sunday-school classes. There is a 
| great interest in the matter of organization 
| just now. Organization sets the members to 

work, They have a share in the responsi- 
bility of managing the class, They are 
formed -into committees, each committee 
with a specific work to do,—as, for instance, 
the securing of new members, visiting the 
. sick, looking up the absentees, cultivating 
the social life of the class, etc. 

Every such class ought to have a specific 
object in addition to helping to build up the 
school. You could furnish the’ flowers. for 
the sick of your church; you might maintain 
a mission Sunday-school if your place is 
large enough ; through your gifts you could 
send papers and books to the shut-ins of the 
neighborhood ; you might contribute to the 
| support of a Bible reader in some foreign 
land ; there are missionary stations in some 
countries where a native Bible reader can be 
supported for from $30 to $50 a year, The 
best way to put life into a class is by getting 
them to try to put life into somebody else. 











HARTLETON, PA.—What is the idea of a 
| Rally Day? What benefit should we expect 
from Rally Day ?—W. H. H. 
| The purpose of Rally Day is suggested by 
its name. It usually follows the summer 
| vacation period, and is used for the purpose 
of gathering the membership of the school 
together, in order to take up in a strong, 
vigorous way the fall campaign. The exer- 
cises are usually of a special character, and 
| strong efforts are made to secure the attend- 
| ance of every member of the school and as 
| many others as possible. The attendance 
on that day usually reaches the high-water 
mark of the year. 

There are really three ideas in the word 
| ‘*rally ’’ as applied to the Sunday-school. 

1, When a general’s army is s¢attered, 
and he desires to prepare for a forward 





| that is, he brings them together to one place 


Is‘ ninety per cenit of the  edirélmohit” of the’ 


movement, he is said to rally his forces,— | 


and perfects his organization in order that | 


the largest results may follow their action. 

2. When a sick man begins to recover, he 
is said to rally. This means the recovering 
of lost strength. 
| 3. When a bookbinder assembles in one 
place the different sections of a book pre- 
paratory to the binding process, he is said to 
be rallying a book. ‘ 

All three of these ideas are found in the 
Rally Day of the Sunday-school. The scat- 
tered forces are rallied for the forward move- 
ment ; this is the period of returning strength ; 
there is also binding together into a unit of 
the great Sunday-school organization, that it 
| may intelligently carry out the great purpose 
| of its existence. 
| Co-operation, strength, and unity,—these 

are the thoughts of Rally Day. 
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The 
Favorite 


ELGIN 


There are different grades of 
ELGINS—different priced ELGINS 
—but each one carries with it the 
reputation of all the others. 

The ELGIN reputation is well- 
known —it stands for accuracy, relia- 
bility, durability. 

An ELGIN that is in great faver 
is the G. M. WHEELER GRADE, 
a finely adjusted, 17 jewel movement 
and priced within the reach of every- 
one. 

“The Watch that’s Made 
for the Majority.” 


The G. MQ. WHEELER GRADE 
ELGIN has long been known for its 
accuracy and is now made in the 
popular thin models and small sizes. 

Ask to see it — its value will sur- 
prise you. 

ELGINS of equal grade and 
reasonable price for women—desir- 
able new models. 


ELCGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO., 
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GERHARD MENNEN COMPANY. Newark. w.J. 

















_A Supplemental 
Bible Question Course 
By John B. Smith 50 cents, net 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CQO. 
1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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THE POLICEMAN 
¥YSPOT- 

LESS 
TOWN 





This brilliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A pms os gah attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, paint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
goer housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 


will save you from this reproach. 




















BIGHTH YEAR OPENS OCTOBER 9th, 1907. 


BIBLE Taithive SCHOOL 


541 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY. 


~ FITS MEN“AND”"WOMEN-FOR -—~ - 
ALL KINDS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 


Write Pres. Wilbert W. White for catalogue’ 


oR BI AND MISSIONA AIN- 
G 4 ae BBE AN Must TE 
instruction. ‘Ten able teachers. Send for catalogue to J. 
A. McElwain, Supt., Norfolk House, Roxbury, Mass. 

IVINITY COU AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
D J. Burton, EAL OME Oskaloosa, lowa. 














INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE | 





Made of several materials. Write | 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue | 
! George H. Springer, 
Manager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFILS 
Of purest retmed copper and tin. 
‘The most perfect, highest ciass bells in the world. | 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West ‘Troy P. U.. N.Y. 


Church Memorial 
an BELLS =. 






J 
0.21. 











Pasty Food 
Too Commonly Used 


The use of pasty cereals is not advisa- 
ble. A physician says: ‘‘ Pasty cereals 
are very indigestible and a bad thing for 
the stomach, causing a depressed feeling | 
and quite a train of disorders, particu- | 
larly of the intestines and nerves. 

‘* Cereals, such as wheat and oats, can 
be cooked long enough and well enough | 
to fit thém for human use, but the ordi- , 
nary way of cooking leaves them in a> 
pasty condition.” 

An Indiana man says: ‘My phy- 
sician prohibited the use of oats and | 
wheat, for I was in a bad condition | 
piysicay, with pronounced dyspepsia. | 

e said the heavy paste was indigesti- 
ble, but that Grape-Nuts, being a thor- | 
oughly cooked food, and cooked in such 
a manner as to change the starch into a 
form of sugar, is very easily digested. 

‘I have become very fond indeed of 
Grape-Nuts, and all the uncomfortable | 
feelings have disappeared. I have 
gained nearly twelve pounds in weight, 
and have none of the distressed feeling | 
after my meals which I had formerly. | 
Grape-Nuts food has done the work.” 
‘*There’s a Reason.’ Read ‘t The Road 
to Wellville,” in pkgs. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 8, 1907. God’s 
omnipresence (Psa. 139: I-12), 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—God greater than all (1 Kings 8: 


. 22-27). 
TuES.— Maker of all (Isa. 66: 1, 2). 
WED.—‘ A God at hand”’ (Jer. 23 : 23-32). 
THURS.—‘‘'In Him we live’® (Acts 17 : 
22-28) 
FRI.—‘‘In the midst of them’’ (Matt. 18: 


19, 20). 
SaT.—Ever present (Matt. 28 : 19, 20). 











How God's omnipresence makes faithfulness 
easier. 


Helps to realizing God's presence. 
What God's presence meansin our weakness. 


HE rich and blessed assurance of the 
Bible from end to end is that we 
are not alone. God, who is our 

Father, knows our need. He under- 
stands how lonely our hearts sometimes 
become. We question whether any one 
understands, whether there is any help 
or love in the great world which we can 
have always with us. Our task is too 
great for our strength, or our plans fail 
and we feel that we ourselves are fail- 
ures ;or some great sorrow strikes us 
down, and we are left alone and desolate. 
God knows how his children feel. So 
he assures them by his Word that he is 
near. He would have us understand 
from all nature that he is near. He 
would have us realize that the very long- 
ing of our -heatts for him is itself his 
creation, the quickening of a hunger in 
us which he quickens, in order that we 
may see that he is already there in our 
hearts with bread and love. 

One of the purposes of Christ’s coming 
was to show men that» God is always 
with them, and to give us an example 
of a life among men lived with God, and 
in the joy and strength of his compan- 


|ionship. God came near in Christ that 


we might know how near he always is, 
and that thenceforth even the most des- 
olate heart might know that it was not 
left comfortless or an orphan, but that 
God would be in it and go with it every- 
where. The Saviour was Immanuel. 
God had visited his people to convince 
them that he was always near and every- 
where. 
% 


There is no hard duty or distant place 
or heavy sorrow where God is not. We 
can go into the most difficult and un- 
pleasant task with the confidence that 
he is in them with us, and will not let us 
fail. We can go off into the most dis- 
tant place or the darkest room and know 
that he is there. In the heart of Africa 
we shall be with him. ‘ Anywhere with 
Jesus” as the hymn truly assures us, 
‘*we can safely go.” And no little child 
need be afraid of the dark. There, asin 
the light, God is and our sorrows are the 
unique opportunities of his love. Then 
Christ's pitying heart is closer to us 
than we know—closer to us than our 
sorrow. 


Pantheism is the view of the world 
which indentifies God with the urtiverse. 
It is the effort to reach a great truth, 
but it is an effort which loses God in the 
struggle to find him. In our reaction 
from such a view, which cunfuses God 
with what God has made and with the 
world, through which God expresses him- 
self, we must not lose the precious truth 
that God is indeed in the world, though 
the world is not God. And all the world 
should speak to us of him, and enable 


us to enter into the holy enjoyment and | 


love of him who made it for us. 





The Making of a Teacher 


By Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D. 


The Sunday. School Times 
hiladelphia, Pa. 








Price, $1.00, net. 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 






















other company in the world. 


dividends to poli 
1905, will be 25 











duction in cost. 


order of the day. 


An Increase of 
over 25% in Dividends 
To Policy Holders 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York 
has paid more in dividends to policy holders than any 
. Since organization it has re- 
turned in dividends over $118,000,000. As a result chiefly 
of increased earnings and decreased expenses the annual 
holders this year, on policies issued in 
to 30% more than in 1906. 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


feeis sure its policy-holders wii! be pleased with this great re- 
The news may be doubly welcome now 
when increased cost in other lines seems everywhere the 
If you have others for whose continued 
care you are concerned, you should learn for yourself 
how and how cheaply it can be guaranteed by the 
staunchest life insurance company in the world. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 


For the new forms of policies write'to 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, N. Y. m 





(Lesson for Sept. 8) AUGUST 24, 1907 









Church 
Does | su 
Society 
Club 
Charity 


Your 


Sunday-school 


Want 3 
Money ? 


Send for a specially arranged PLAN by means of which a 
substantial sum of money can be raised in three months 


Address Office 41 S, THE CIRCLE 
FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY, 44-60 East 23d St.. NEW YORK 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 





Financial 


Six PER CENT BONDS AT PAR secured by 
mortgages on farm lands estimated worth /hree 
times the loan. Bonds $1000, $500, $100. Int. semi- 
an. We turnish report of Hon. Elwood Mead of the 
Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. Trowbridge 
& Niver Co., 404 1st Nat. Bank Bidg. Chicago, Con- 
sult Dun or Bradstreets for our standing. 


Real Estate 


REAL ESTATE in Central Montana offers every 
feature that the homeseeker or investor can desire. 
Rich soil, ample rain fall, bountiful crops, good mar- 
kets, pleasant climate. New railroad, nave, sad small 
tracts. Judith Basin Realty Co., Moore, Montana. 


Latest Songs 


LATEST SONG HIT—ro cents for sample copy, 











stage paid. ‘‘When They Gather in the 
Sheaves,” Everybody's sin ing it,—why not you? 
Blasius & Sons, Dept. T, Philadelpnia, Pa. 





Chair Seats 


OLD. CHAIRS MADE NEW with “ Universa:’’ 
_ Chair Seat. You put them on. Strong yet east 
adiested. Hammer and scissors only tools neede 
Sold by dealers. Send for circular. Eureka Chair 
Seat Co., 140 East Washington St., Syracuse, N Y 


Sea Shells 


SEA SHELLS—2s shells, each a different variety, 
police lor 25 cents, stamps or coin—with cataiogue. 

Shell scarf pin, 10 cents. Genuine coral! necklace, 

r ain re 47 cents. J. F. Powell, Waukegan, 
-» U.S. A. 


Motion Pictures 


MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Vie.-:, 

Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
Sale. Catalogue Free. We also Buy Magic Picture 
Machines, Films, Slides, etc. A. E. Harbach, 809 Fil- 
bert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















Best Laxative for 


Family Use 


ny On Pe WA @ Reliable. 62 years of success. 
Safe. Contains no harmful 









So «. iS drug. 
be R EN : rieeat. Tastes like soda 


THE TARRANT CO. 


S0c. and $1. at Druggists 
Mail. 44 Hudson 8t., New York 


or by Mail. 








The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
: PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue SunvayY Scuoo_t Times COMPANY 
2031 Wainut Street, - - - - Philadeiphia, Pa. 




















